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ji {4th 8997-9 that diſeaſe, which is at leaſt 
==  -ascalamitous as any of the other laſting 


3 *ſpared no pains to obtain the knowledge 


EY. pans of its paroxyſms. a 


e 
. IG comnucd ſeveral = were is 


' = p { 0 


15 0 of this nope 


diſorders that afflict mankind ; and 
-- which more frequently occurs, as no age, 
ſex or condition is exempted from its 
attacks, became ſo much the ſuHect of 
my attention, that I have ever ſince 


of every thing recommended to me as 

remarkably ſerviceable for the cure, or 
relief, of this cruel diſtemper, either R 

for the removal of its cauſe, or the al- | 


We. 31M 
10 the courſe of my engulties I was 
toldof a medicine, which, for a confi- + 4 
derable time paſt, has continued in hin 
' repiite as a powerful lithonthriptickj 
| 3 chat about five years 7 


N b | ago, 


« £Y 


— 


9 2 


ago, Re was l upon the oublick” - "mi 
as a new diſcovery, and adminiftered* ! 
with ſucceſs at Bath, by the late .,. 
-Cn1TTICK ; and, fince his death, in 
London and Weſtminſter, by his bre-FF 
ther, the preſent Dr. Cm1TTrcx, W. 
as his heir, became ſole poſſefſor of this s 8 i a 


remedy, and after his brother's exam« 

ple, makes uſe of every artifice to "_ 
it ecret. | 
© 5 
In particular, fo circumſpe& in con- =_ 
cealing his medicine does the preſent _ 
- proprietor ſtill continue, that, in admi- —_— 
niſtring it, he entruſts it unmixed Win 
no perſon whatſoever ; conſcious, 0 __ = 

doubt, that if but once ſubmitted to n- 
ſpection and examination, it would 

Nr der n 


He, therefore, gires it to his nadie 

in a large quantity of weak veal-brothy 3 4 
made by them according to his ditee- I 
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tions, and ſent him coal "_ to 4 * | 


for that purpoſe ; and not latisfied with 


this, precaution, he gives to it, as I am 
informed, different taſtes, and uſes other 
methods of diſguiſe, more effectually to 


conceal the principal ingredient in this 
medicated broth. 


For this medicine, thus managed, 
ſack a high price is demanded as every 
perſon whom I have ſpoken to great- 
ly. complains of; ſo that the benefit of a 
remedy in ſeveral inſtances confeſſedly 
ſerviceable, fo dearly ſold, and fo limi- 


tel in its uſe that it is bnly to be had at 


one place, can be enjoyed but by very 


few. 


Some time after receiving theſe infor- 


; mations, I had frequent opportunities of 
thoroughly examining. this broth, and 
Was thereby enabled to make ſuch re- 


marks, as . I think, be ſufficient to 
tp 5 aſcertain, | 


* 


N 


425 33 
ei, beyond diſpute or doubt, he 


nature and quality of the . con- 
cealed in it. 


Incited therefore by no other motive 
than a defire of being in ſome meaſure 
inſtrumental and ſubſervient to the gene- 
ral welfare, I have determined to publiſh 
| theſe remarks, in hopes, that they may 
prove uſeful, not only to thoſe who can- 
not afford the price demanded, but like- 
wiſe to thoſe whoſe diſtance from the 
place of the doctor's reſidence makes 
their perſonal attendance at all times ex- 
tremely inconvenient ; but, i in the more 
ſevere returns or fits of the diſeaſe; 
utterly impracticable. 


While this conſideration was warm 
in my mind, I publiſhed my opinion, 
with, perhaps, too much brevity, in a 
monthly paper of intelligence, entituled, 
wy Gentleman's Magazine, for October, 


. B 3 17633 


176 3; for which publication 1 have 
been thanked by ſome who thought that 


48) 


I had, by a very proper and convincing 
inveſtigation, evidently diſcovered that 


noſtrum which has engroſſed ſo much 


attention, and kept the PR: ſo long 


in ſuſpence. 


I have, likewiſe, ſince that time, been 
importuned by others, both by letters 
and perſonal application, to republiſh 
theſe remarks in a ſeparate treatiſe, on a 
ſuppoſition that their uſefulneſs will be 


more extenſively diffuſed : and, indeed, 


when I confidered that the ſhort medi- 
cal hints, commonly inſerted in ſuch 


periodical and miſcellaneous produc- 


tions, are either overlooked, or not ſo 
attended to as to make any laſting im- 
preſſion, I was inclined to think that a 
regular and methodical diſquiſition, of 
the nature, cauſes, and cure of this diſ- 
temper, ſo excrutiating in its ſymptoms, 

and 


0 . 
and dangerous in its conſequence, Was 
proper, if not neceſſary, as more likely 
to attract the notice of medical readers, 
to whom I now repeat an addreſs that 
has been made by many writers ig 
many occaſions, 


- 


| == 85 quod noviſhi refins ibis, 
Candids imperti: ſi non his utere mecum. 
Hon. Epiſt, 6. Lib, 1, 


and hope they will think it their duty to 
communicate ſuch remedies, if any ſuch 
there be, as experience has ſhewn to be 
more uſeful and efficacious. 


As this diſeaſe is every where ſre- 
quent, and the number of perſons afflic- 
ted great, the cauſe in which Fam en- 
gaged is of general concern; I therefore 
make no doubt, that not only they, but 


every good man, in compaſſion to man- 
kind, will wiſh to extend a benefit 


B 4 which 


r 1 
which the doctor is ſo unreaſonably in- 
duſtrious to contract. 


As theſe reaſons have induced me to 
reſume this ſubject, I ſhall recapitulate, 
as far as I think it neceſſary, my former 
narrative, inſerting ſuch additional re- 
marks as ſubſequent notices, and obſer- 
vations, have enabled me to make. 


When Dr. Cufrrick's lithonthriptic 
medicine was firſt mentioned, its effica- 
cy was extolled in ſuch high terms as 
made me hope the ſtone would be no 
longer formidable; but finding the be- 
nefit thus ſparingly beſtowed, I could 
not help lamenting that the cuſtom of 
coneealing for lucrative purpoſes ſuch 

. alutary diſcoveries, ſhould be fo frequent 
and prevailing. 


Z 


Lo 


This exuberance of caution rather 
excited me to a more diligent ſcrutiny 
into 


* 9 * — 
into this medicine, as I ſeed Rein 
the extraordinary methods uſed for its | 
concealment, that if I could but ſee it, 
mixed as it is, I ſhould be able by a- 
proper inveſtigation to diſcover that 


part in which its lithonthriptick quality 
i reſides. 


Some time after J had the good for- 
tune to be introduced to ſeveral gentle- 
men who had taken, and were taking, 
this broth, and had. afterwards ready 
acceſs whenever I went: they allowed 
me to taſte it, and without reſerve com- 
municated to me what they knew, by 
which means I became acquainted with 
the following age ey 


The doctor windows two pounds of a 
crag-end of a neck of veal to be boiled 
in five quarts of water, till they are re- 
duced to three, and each of his patients 
to ſend him, in a tin-bottle, pad-lock= 
—— B 5 | ed; -.:" 


_ NG 8 a 
dead. to prevent, as he himſelf 3 
= ledges, curious people from prying into 
_ his ſecrets, three pints of this broth, _ 
B free from all fat, and other impurities, 
1 every day; for the opening of which 
bottle he keeps one, and the patient 
another key. This broth he returns 
with the medicines in it, and directs 
the whole to be taken in the day, one 
pint in the morning faſting, by a little 
at a time, ſo as to be an hour in taking 
the whole, faſting two hours afterwards, 
the ſecond pint at noon, and the laſt 
£20 pint in the evening, in like manner faſt 
* ing two hours after each. | 


c 
* "7 
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* * , 
1 
- 
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He alſo directs his patients to eat no 
= falt meat, nor fo much as ſalt with their 
meet; no fat of any kind, no butter, 
5 1 no cream, nor any milk, unleſs ſkims 
med; no cheeſe, no fiſh, no eggs, na 
. = fauce of any ſort, no tarts, no paſtry, 
| 5 i no vegetables, except turnips, r | 
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and boiled onions, and all theſe without 
ſauce, and at the fame time directing 


potatoes to be taken but very ſparingly, 
and no men kind. | 


2 to und, he Pcb all acids, 


and every thing that has the leaſt ten- 


dency to acidity, as wine, beer, cyder, 


perry, and all other firmented liquors. 


He allows only water with a little Fe 
Wb in it. 


He permits his patients to eat beef, 
mutton, lamb, veal, ducks, chickens, 


and rabbits, without any ſauce but their 
ate pad HEHE 


He alſo recommends ſuch exerciſe, - 


and ſuch only as can be taken without 
Pain, * x 1431 


He tells his patients, that if they ex 
B 6 muſt 


wt 12 7 | * 
ſt Red in the ule. of it, and pun q- 
mualhy follow his directions for a conſi- 
derable time, three, four, five, and 
even ſix months; which if they do, he 
' makes no doubt of their cure; as a proof 
that his confidence is well founded, he 
-wiſhes every perſon who applies to him 
for relief, would be ſearched, that the 
| exiſtence of a ſtone may be aſcertained, 
before he enters upon his courſe, and 
ſays, if afterwards, upon repeating the 
experiment, a ſtone is ſtill found re- 
maining, that he deſires nothing for his 
pains. 


While he is adminiſtring his medi- 
cine, he is very aſſiduous in his viſits, 
and minutely attentive to every thing 
that occurs. If the patient, at firſt ap- 
plication, labours under any other diſ- 
order, or the paroxyſm of the ſtone js 
very ſevere, he intermits his practice 
till one is removed, and the other * 

7 © AP * dead. 


1 13 T 
ted. And if any accidental diſorder "RY 


. 


per venes during the courſe, he ſuſpends : | 


the uſe of his medicine till the patient is 
- recovered. Through the whole courſe. 


be mixes more or leſs of it with the 
broth, as particular conſtitutions . | 


e require. 


The terms upon which he n 
this medicine, are two guineas a week, 


during che whole time of the cure, in- 


diſcriminately from rich and poor; for 
this he gives no credit, if he is not there- 
fore regularly paid at every week's end, 
he refuſes to medicate the broth. He 
at the ſame time tells his patients that 
he does not look upon this ſum as an 
equivalent, aſſuring them that the me- 


dicine he puts into their broth is dear, 


and coſts himſelf very near as much; 
and that he therefore expects a conſi- 


derable premium beſides, for his pains : 
and trouble, after the cure is completed. 


He 


2 (3409 
le at firſt made no ſtipulation for any 
Wo thing certain, but finding himſelf,” by 
: ſubmitting to his patient's conſideration 

and generoſity, greatly diſappointed in 

his expectations; I am informed that, 

before he undertakes the cure, he now 

makes a poſitive bargain, and demands 

a price ſo high, as few are 00 to com- 
ply with. 


| When I firſt taſted this -medicated 
* broth, what ſtruck me moſt was a 
5 ſtrong flavour of tanſy, but upon care- 
fully taſting it again and again, I at laſt 
diſcovered, very plainly, the effect of an 
alkaline matter upon my palate; and 
immediately ſaid to the patient, © I be- 
s hieve, Sir, I know the medicine; 
and aſked whether he had ever taſted 
any thing like ſpirit of hartſhorn in it? 
He anſwered in the affirmative, and 
moreover ſaid, that at different times, 
he could diſtinguiſh this taſte to be more 
— 


E 


or 10 predominant, and at * very 
time more perceptible than he yl 211 
ſerved it belore. | 


| I had afterwards the ſame accounts 
from others, whoſe broth I taſted ; and 
although I found the tanſy flavour in all 
I ever met with, yet ſeveral perſons in- 
formed me that the broth had ſoame- 
times a flavour of a very different kind. 
One gentleman in particular told me, 
that the doctor himſelf acknowledged 
to him that theſe taſtes were given on 
purpoſe to diſguiſe his medicine. 


From this obſervation, I coneluded 
that the ingredient which gave the alka - 
line taſte was the medicine, and that 
the tanſy and other flavours were only 
intended to conceal it: and altho I was 
told, that the doctor, in diſcourſe with 
ſeveral of his patients, greatly exclaimed 
againſt t the uſe of alkaline falts and ſub- 


ſtances, 


* 
— 
7 
1 


* 4:42 


( 


* 


ances, as extremely acrid and highly 
miſchievous, and complained that he 


failed of ſucceſs in ſeveral inſtances, on- 
ly becauſe his patients, previous to his 
being employed, had burned up their 
inſides with ſoap-lye, lime-water, and 


other ſuch like cauſtic ſtuff; theſe 


ſpeeches, however, rather confirmed 
me in my opinion, as I looked upon 
them to be no other than words of arti- 
fice, intended to divert the attention of 
his patients from that which it was ſo 


much his intereſt to conceal. 


However, to be thorou ghly fatisfied 


- that my conjecture was well founded, I 

- procured ſufficient quantities of the doc- 

tor's medicated broth to make the fol- 
lowing 17m 


I made veal broth according to the 


direclions, and after I had given the 
of tanſy 1 found, chat by putting 


4 into 


MD ics ct BOY 
into it, at different trials, various quan- 
tities of alkaline fixed ſalts, or their ſo- 
lutions and ' preparations, I could give 
it a ſimilar, though not quite the ſame 
taſte; which I imputed to this, that 
theſe falts, by long keeping, were either 
weaker, or otherwiſe altered from what 
they were at firſt: for ſuch is the nature 
of theſe ſalts, that it requires the greateſt 
care to preſerve them in their pure prif- 
tine alkaline ſtate ; as of all ſubſtances, 
they are moſt apt to attract and imbibe 
the moiſture of the air, whereby their 
alkaline qualities, in which their lithon- 
thriptic virtue chiefly conſiſts, are not 
only greatly impaired, but likewiſe, as 
the air is known to abound with acid 
particles, ſo much altered as to become, 
in a great meaſure, ſalts of an interme- 
diate nature, neither alkaline, nor acid, 
but neutral as they are termed, ſuch as, 
for example, is vitriolated tartar. 


) 
Being thus ſomewhat diſappointed in 
my firſt trial, yet I did not deſpain, for 
upon recollecting an obſervation of the 
moſt learned BozRHAAvE, that by theſe 
- Alkaline ſalts, when mixed with quick- 
lime, a much more intenſe alkaline acri- 
mony is obtained than any one of theſe 
ſubſtances ſeparately are poſſeſſed of , 
I therefore reſolved to make the experi- 
ment; which moſt effectually anfwered 
my purpoſe, for in a ſolution of thaſe 
ſalts, combined with quiek-lime, I found 
the reſemblance ſo exact, that thoſe of 
the niceſt taſte and ſmell could not di- 
ſtinguiſh the doctor's broth from mine. 
J have therefore the greateſt reaſan to 
conclude that this medicine is a folution 
of alkaline fixed falts joined with quick- 
1 lime, 
* « Fal hie, ex ealcis vertute ignea vere at- 
4e tracta in alcali fixum, igneum, acquiſivit virtu- 
tem rodendi acutiſſimam, promptiſſimamque, 


% gquæ neque fuerat in alcali ſolo, neque in calee 
viva ſincerd.“ 


BokRHAAV. Element. Chemiz edit. Lugd, 
Bat. 1732, Tom, 2. pag. 61, 
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lime, and therefore in reality no other 
than ſoap- lye. 


I do not with however to reſt my 
opinion on this ſingle proof, it being ſo 


eaſy for the doctor to elude its force, 


by giving, as he formely has done, 
what taſtes he pleaſes to the broth; 1 


ſhall therefore corroborate it by ſuc 


other evidences as I preſume will eſtab- 


liſh it beyond the danger of confu- 


There is one property peculiar and 


eſſential to alkaline ſalts and ſubſtances 


which no art can diſguiſe, this is their 


changing the fine blue colour of fyrup 
of violets to a green, as acids change 
it to a red; and theſe effects are fo 
conſtant, that thereby a certain rule is 
eſtabliſhed, by which we can judge whe- 
ther any compoſition is of an alkaline 
or acid nature, ; 


Knowing 


TT INT 


""_—_ 1 ut 


(6) 
Knowing therefore that if Doctor 


an alkaline ſubſtance, it would make 
ſyrup of violets green; I made the 
experiment, and it immediately ſhewed 
the alkaline property: I repeated it 
with my broth, and an exact ſimilarity 
of colour was the iſſue. 


I proceeded next to try if the efß⸗ 
cacy of my broth, as a menſtruum to 


diſſolve the ſtone was likewiſe ſimilar 


took two equal fragments of the ſame 
calculus, and put one of them into a 


placed them both in an equal degree 
of heat, the conſequence was, that both 


in the ſame ſpace of time. 


* 


Having by theſe experiments evi- 
dently demonſtrated, not only that my 


% _ © broth 


- 


Culrrick's broth was medicated with” 


to that of the doctor's. I therefore 


{mall quantity of my broth, and the 
bother into an equal quantity of his, and 


were very quickly diſſolved, and both: | 


N 


broth is fimilar to the doctor's in every” 
ſenſible quantity, but likewiſe that its 
efficacy is equal as a menſtruum for 


diſſolving a calculus immerſed in it, and 
as this exact reſemblance was effected 
by medicating it with ſoap-lye, the in- 


ference then will conſequently be, that 
the doctor's broth is medicated with the 
ſame, it being extremely improbable 
that different ſubſtances ſhould in ſo 


many reſpects produce like effects. 


Upon theſe combined evidences do 


I 


4 


1 


« I reſt my proof; reſerving for the ſuc- 
ceeding pages my remarks on the re- 
gimen which the doctor informs his 


than any other hitherto known. 


or leſs of his medicine into the brot 


patients to obſerve, and the conſidera- 
tion of his pretences that his medicine 
is a new diſcovery, and more efficacious 


1 


However, as the doctor puts more 
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e ee that 1 ay be 
queſtion, which at firſt will ſeem im- 
portant. How is therefore the precile 
quantity he at all times uſes to be ab 
certained? This knowledge is not at 
all neceſſary, as in adminiſtring ſuch an 
acnd ſubſtance the quantities ought to 
be regulated by the ſenſation it gives, 
and the effects it produces. If the ſen- 
ſation which it gives is very trouble- 
ſome and painful, the doſe muſt be 
leſs, but if otherwiſe, more, as ſome 
degree of painful irritation is neceſſary 
to effect the ſolution of ſuch hard fab- 
ſtances. However to avoid any occa- 
fon of cavilling upon this account, I 
ſhall propoſe the following methods by 
| which the exact quantity may be _ 
nd; 


I obſerved before, that the blue co- 
our of ſyrup of violets is changed by 
alkalies to DO, and 9 acids to red; 


and 


4 


£35k 


i #6 i CO es 
ours from one to the other, by the 


F red, as often as we pleaſe. Take 


izated broth, made green with ſyrup 
of violets, the quantity of the alkaly in 
one known, in the other not; put into 
hat already known, a ſufficient quantity 
of ſtrong ſpitit of vittiol, drop by drop, 

aking them, every time you add the 


changed to red; and in like manner 


changed to a ſimilar red colour; ſo that 
thus the difference of the quantity of 
the acid for producing theſe effects in 
both, will be a certain index of the dif- 
ferent quantity of the alkaly contaitied 
in each, and thus the problem is at 
once ſolved. _ 


- 


And 
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ddition of acids if green, and alkalies 


bre two equal quantities of aka- 


acid, well together, till che colour is 


do ſo to the other, till it is Hkewiſe 
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$ 4k 1 beſides, by loving. the in⸗ 
tenſeneſs and remiſſneſs of the efferveſ⸗ 


cence and heat, the conſtant conco- 


mitants of the tranſmutation of theſt 
different colours from one to the other, 
not only the quantity, but likewiſe their 
different degrees of ſtrength, may by 


in a great meaſure eſtimated. 


2 = 


Another method ſtill remains of aſ- 


certaining not only the quantity, but 


likewiſe the quality of the alkaly con- 
tained in the broth, which is by eva- 
Porating it in a glaſs or glazed earthen 
veſſel to dryneſs. The reſiduum will 
very. exactly ſhew what is wanted to be 
known; however the trouble of fre- 
quently repeating this tedious opera- 
tion may for the reaſon above aſſigned 
be very well ſpared. 


Having thus far ſucceeded in my at- 
tempts to inveſtigate this noſtrum, and 
evidently 
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alkaline fixed ſalts combined with quick- 
lime, or ſoap-lye; I ſhall preceed to 
enquire how far the internal uſe of ſuch 
like falts and ſubſtances may be relied 
on as diſſolvents of gravel and ſtones: " 
the human kidneys and bladder ; 

what periods of the diſtemper, circum- 
ſtances of the patients, and quantities, 


they may be properly and ſafely admi- 


niſtred for theſe N 


The antients were Wan of 
opinion, that calculous matter, either 


in the kidneys or bladder, when con- 


creted, and conſolidated into ſtony-like 
ſubſtances, too large to paſs through the 


common and ordinary outlets, is abſo- 


lutely, while it remains in theſe parts, 
indiſſoluble, and therefore, that nulli 


medicine locus &, all efforts to do it were 


. not 

* Sce Lupovicus DuRETvs, his ra ex- 
cellent commentary upon the 472d obſervation 
of 


8 Os 
- : 
* 


rot only yain, but 1 productive 
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POCRATEsS has given. This hiſtory, 


wherein the diagnoſtic ſigns of a ſtone 
in the bladder, are not only moſt accus 
rately deſcribed, but likewiſe the ex- 
cruciating ſymptoms and fatal event f 
having, in that caſe, given a medicine 


potently diuretic, are ſhewin, is related 
in his Epidemics “. 


They 


of HirpockaTEs's Crace Prænotiones, from 
which 1 have tranſcribed the following extract. 

„ 'Temeraria eſt omnis medicina, peſtifera, 
<<< et ſpe mortifera, quæ frangendo veſicæ cal- 
<<.-culo adhibetur, cui profuerit vidi adhuc ne- 
eminem, permultos quibus exitio illa fuit.“ 


Comment. in Hip. Coac. Prænot. Cap. 22. 


e Morb. Veſic. Seck. 5. 


* Lariſſæ Theophorbi puer calculoſam ha- 


© bebat veſicam, glutinoſum quidpiam permei- 


'cC 
"86 


ebat, idque difficulter cum ſævo dolore tum 
initio tum faciens finem meiendi, Præpu- 
<< tjum. manibus confricabat. Hic cum bibiſſet 
5 acerrimum diureticum, . in veſicam _ 
£6 

t. 
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They therefore thinking that in theſe "IR Y; "= 
circumſtances there is only one method * 
in giving relief, recommended extrac- -. 
tion, though a dangerous, and too of- WO 
ten fatal operation: © anceps remedium. = 
ee melius quam nullum; and, indeed, 
innumerable have been the inſtances of 
its moſt ſurprifing ſucceſs: they, how+ 
ever, confined that operation to the 
bladder only, where, for the moſt part, 
theſe larger concretions are to be found. 
| 7 | X 0 241» 
Yet, notwithſtanding this, we know, 
that for ſome centuries paſt, nephro- 
tomy has been recommended, in con- 
| C2 ſequence, 
©« ſit, nihil e veſica exceſſit: vomuit autem 
<< multum puriformem et bilem. At tum hujuſ- 
modi altera tranſmittebat infra per alvum. 
Venter dolebat admodum, et intus incendio 
conflagrabat ; reliquum vero corpus frigidius 
erat glacie. Omnibus membris captus eſt, 
nec voluit quicquam aſſumere. Huic magna 5 
erat ipſius alvi exulceratio a forti nimium me- 
dicamento vel pharmaco. Pertit a potione 
tertum zensiert 
. Hippocrat. Lib. 5. Epidem. Interprete Lud. 
Dureto, loco citato. 


4 


4 


. 
ſequence, no doubt, of a precept of 


 HieeocRATEs, who after enumerating 
various methods of giving relief for to- 
phaceous concretions in the kidneys, 
directs an inciſion, in order to diſcharge 
the matter contained in an abceſs form- 
ed from too great a quantity of ſand or 
gravel confined in them, the exiſtence 
of ſuch abceſs being firſt evidently aſ- 
certained by an external tumor“ . 


This operation has not only been re- 
commended, but actually performed in 
two inſtances with remarkable ſucceſs. 
Once at Paris, in the reign of CHARLES 
the Eighth, at which time the practice 
or ſurgery was but in its infancy in 

France, 


C Ubi vero intumuerit et extuberarit, ſub 
% hoc tempus juxta renem ſecato, et extracto 
„ pure arenam medicamentis urinam cientibus 
te curato. Si enim ſectus fuerit evadendi ſpes 
* eſt, alioqui morbus hominem ad mortem 10 
66. que comitatur.“ . 

. Hippocrates opera Focko interprete, 

dit. Genev. 1657, pag. 539. 


29 IJ; 
France, upon a condemned A 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that he lived many 


years after the 1 in a | perfect 
ſtate of health. 


| This 19 050 hundred years before 
Rousgrrus wrote upon this ſubject, 
who, with great energy, endeavoured 
to enforce this practice. This caſe, ta- 
ken from a French hiſtorian, is related 
in the Hiſtory of Phyſic, by Dr. Fxren, 
- who himſelf, though he acknowledged 
it to be a very dangerous and uncertain 
operation, ſeems to further it. The other 
more recent operation was performed at 
Padua, by Dominico MARY, 

upon Mr. Hosson, the Engliſh conſult 
at Venice, and is recorded in the Phi- | 
loſophical Tranſactions, No. 223. 
Vet, at laſt, we find, that for a con- 

ſiderable time paſt, attempts have been 
made to diſſolve calculous ſubſtances ; 


( 30 . 
and for that purpoſe, alkaline ad ſalts 


have been eſteemed the moſt effica- 
cious. . 


BAsILIVUSs VALENTINUs, a famous 
8 chemiſt, of the 1 5th century, contrived 
* a medicine for the gout and gravel,” for 
the preparation of which, an alkalme 
fixed falt, made from vine-twigs, cut 
in the beginning of the month of March, 
was made uſe of by him, proferably to 
an other . | 


at 
A 


And SensRTvs makes mention of a 
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and much ufed by people of diſtinction 
in his time, conſiſting of one ounce of 
(alt of tartar, diſſolved in a pint of par- 
fley-water, and afterwards tinged yel- 

A low. with 8 ＋. 


And 
| * BoERHAAVE, FR Chem. Tom. 2. 
3 a 2 3 be die SENERTUS, Praxis Medica, Cap, 


lithonthriptic medicine in great eſteem, 


- . L 
* | * 


8 
And Rrverivs, from SENERTUS; 
likewiſe takes notice of this medicine *, 


Theſe notices, however, were but _— 
little regarded, and the antient opinion - 
univerſally prevailed, till lately the Par- 43 
liament of Great Britain ordered a pre: 
mium of 5000/. to be given to Mrs. i 
Jonanna STEPHENS, for diſcovering —_— 


and publiſhing her lithonthriptic me- — _— 
dicines, a favourable report of their *' 


efficacy having been given by the gen- F q 
tlemen appointed truſtees and employ- 2 Y 
ed to make that enquiry. | = 
The directions for preparing and ad- 2 1 0 
miniſtring theſe medicines are inſerted +» no 


in the Gentleman's Magazine, for Jung  - | 
1739. vol. ix. pag. 298, but as a com- | 
pleat collection of theſe papers is very = 
ſcarce, I- ſhall here tranſcribe theſe | F 3 ” 
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proceſſes. > ENT 5 1 7 
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* 8 RrvkRIVs, Praxis Medica, Cap. 
De Calculo Veſicæ. ; 8 , | 
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A. full diſcovery of the medicines given 
«© by.” me JOHANNA STEPHENS, for _ 
e the cure f the flone and gravel; 
« and à particular account of my me- 

« thod of Preparing and grving the 


e ſame. 
£ * 


| 1 
1 TY. medicines are a powder, 4 


* decoction, and pills, 


* 


7 0 The powder conſiſts of egg-ſhells 
25 and , both calcined. | 


i <<; The decoson is made w 5 
75 ſome herbs (together with a ball, 
'* which conſiſts of ſoap, ſwine's creſſes 
« burnt to a blackriefs, and honey in 
water. 
e Phe pills conſiſt of ſnails alas 
9885 vid carrot ſeeds, burdock ſeeds, aſhen 
» 4 - 6 te | 
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Let this pan ſtand uncovered in a a 


( 33 ) 


i te keys, hips and hawes, all burnt to a 
er blackneſs, _ and honey. 


"The Powder is thus prepared. 


“ Take hen's egg-ſhells, well drain- 
ed from the whites, dry and clear; 
« cruſh them ſmall with the hands, and 
fill a crucible of the twelfth ſize 
(which contains nearly three pints) | 
with them lightly, place it on the fire, | 
and cover it with a tile; then heap - 
coals over it, that it may be in the 
midſt of a very ſtrong clear fire, till 
the egg-ſhells be calcined to a greyiſh 


white, and acquire an acrid ſalt- taſte. 


This will take up eight hours at leaſt. 
After they are thus calcined, put 
them into a dry clean earthen pan, 
which muſt not be above three parts 
full, that there may be room for the 


fwelling of the egg- ſhells in lacking. 


tn 11 


© room for two months, 451 no longer: 
in this time the egg-ſhells will be- 
come of a milder taſte, and that part 
which is. ſufficiently calcined will fall 
into a powder of ſuch a fineneſs as to 
* paſs through a common ng” 
which is to be done accordingly. 


e In like manner, take garden ſnails, 
* with their ſhells, cleaned from the 
dirt, fill a crucible of the fame ſize 
with them whole, cover it, and place 
: it on the fire as before, till the ſnails 
: have done ſmoaking, which will be 
e in about an hour, taking care chat 
* they do not continue on the fire af. 
ter that. They are then to be taken 
out of the crucible, and immediately 

* rubbed in a mortar to a fine powder, 
' which ought to be of a very dark 
grey colour. 


45 


| Note. If pit-coal be made uſe of, it 
will be 1 in order that the 
A* fire 


5 3 the” Woter burn clear ll 


« on the top, that large cinders, 
« and not freſh coals, be placed 
tt upon the tiles which cover the 
* crucibles. 


ce 'Theſe powders being thus pre- 
pared, take the egg-ſhell, powder of 

« fix crucibles, and the ſnail. powder 

© of one, mix them together, rub 

« them in a mortar, and paſs them thro 

te a cypreſs fieve. This mixture is im- 

“ mediately to be put into bottles, which 

ce muſt be cloſe ſtopped, and kept in a 

t dry place for uſe. I have generally 

<« added a ſmall quantity of fivine's- 

i crefſes, burnt to a blackneſs, and _ 
< rubbed fine; but this was only with 
« a view to diſguiſe it. 9.35 33 


© The egg · ſnells may be nal at 
any time of the year; but it is beſt 
« to do them in ſummer, The fnails 
AA C6 ought 


Id 
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honey as will make the whole of the 
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cc 


a ce 
we 
cc 


cc 


ought only to be . in May, 
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June, July, and. Auguſt ; and I eſteem 
thoſe beſt which are done 1 in the firſt 
of theſe months. 


The Decodtion is is thus 2 


Take four ounces and half of the 
© beſt alicant ſoap, beat it in a mortar . 


"c : 


with a large ſpoonful of ſwines-creſſes 
burnt to a blackneſs, and as much 


conſiſtence of paſte. Let this paſte 
be formed into a ball. 


« Take this ball and green camo- 
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mile, or camomile flowers, ſweet fen- 
nel, parſley and burdock leaves, of 
each one ounce, (when they are not 
green, take the ſame quantities of 
roots) cut the herbs, or roots, ſlice 


4; 


cc 


cc 


< "the ball, and boil them in two quarts 
of water half an hour, then ſtrain it 


off, and ſweeten it with honey. 


The 


* 
- 


"The Pill « are thus trepared. 


* Take 8 quantities, by ig 
WP ſnails calcined as before, of wild 
« carrot ſeeds, burdock ſeeds, aſhen= : 
keys, hips and haws, all burnt to a 
de blackneſs, or which is the ſame thing, 
till they have done ſmoaking 3 mix 
them together, rub: them in a mor- 
tar, and paſs them through a cypreſs 
ſieve; then take a large ſpoonful of 
this mixture, and four ounces of the 
beſt alicant ſoap, and beat them in 
a mortar with as much honey as 
will make the whole of a proper con- 
« ſiſtence for pills; ſixty of which are 
to be made out of every ounce of the 
N compoſition. 


a, 
* 


* method of giving - theſ „ ſs 
as follows. 


 - © When there is a ſtone in the blad- 
der or kidneys, the powder is to be 
{7 taken 


| ( 38 ] 

taken three times a day, viz. in the 
morning after breakfaſt, in the af. 
ternoon about five or fix, and at go- 
ing' to bed. The doſe is a dram 
averdupoize, or fifty- ſix grains, which 
is to be mixed in a large tea-cup full 
of white wine, cyder, ſmall punch; 

and half a pint of the decoction is to 


* be drank, either cold or milk warm, 
after every doſe. 


« Theſe medicines do frequently 
cauſe much pain at firſt; in which 
_ caſe it is proper to give an opiate, 
and repeat it as often as there is oc- 
caſion. 


e If the perſon be coſtive during the 

uſe of them, let him take as much 
lenitive electary, or other laxative 
medicine, as may be ſufficient to re- 
move that complaint, but not more: 
* for it muſt be a principal care at all 
times 


0-00" 2) 
855 times to prevent a looſeneſs, „ 
10 would carry off the medicines; and if 
60 this does happen, it will be proper to 
“ increaſe the quantity of the powder, 
« which is aſtringent ; or leſſen that of 
the decoction, which is laxative ; or 


take ſome other ſuitable means, by 


« the advice of . 


During the uſe of theſe —— 
« the perſon ought to abſtain from ſakt 
c tneats, ted wines, and milk; drink 
e few liquids, and uſe little exerciſe, 
<<, that ſo the urine maybe more ſtrongly 


e impregriated with the medicines, and 
the longer retained in the bladder. 


3 If the ſtomach will not bear the 


«© decoction, a ſixth part of the ball 
made into, pills, mult be taken after 
* wer doſe of the Ace 
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6 Where 
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1760 Where the perſon i is aged, of a” 
« weak conſtitution, or much reduced 


by loſs of appetite, or pain, the 
powder muſt have a greater propor- 
tion of the calcined ſnails than ac- 
cording to the foregoing direction; 
and this proportion may be increaſed 


ſuitably to the nature of the caſe, till 


there be equal parts of the two in- 
gredients. The quantity alſo of both 
powder and decoction may be leſſen- 
ed for the ſame reaſons. But as ſoon 


as the perſon can bear it, he ſhould 


take them in the above-mentioned 
8 and quantities. ö 


Inſtead of the herbs and roots be- 
fore · mentioned, I have ſometimes 
uſed others, as mallows, marſh mal- 
lows, yarrow red and white,” dande- 
leon, water-crefles, and horſe-radiſh 


root, but do not know any material 
; * differ ence. 


2 


c 


c< 
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6 
This is my manner of giving the 
powder and decoction. As to the 
* pills, their chief uſe is in fits of the 
* gravel, attended with pain in the 


« back and vomitings, and in ſup- © 


preſſion of urine from a ſtoppage 
in the ureters. In theſe caſes, the 
«perſon is to take five pills every hour, 
« day and night, when awake, till the 
te complaints be removed. They will 
alſo prevent the formation of gravel 


and gravel-ſtones, in conſtitutions 
e fſubject to breed them, if ten or fi 
* teen be taken every day. 


May I6, 1739 | Signed 25 


J. STEPHENS. 


That theſe gentlemen had ſufficient 
evidences. at that time to juſtify their 
recommendation of thoſe medicines, I do 


not doubt; yet ſubſequent experience has 


ſhewn them to be not ſo well adapted 
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to the ends propoſed as might be wiſh- 
ed: they being a medley of ſoap, ill 
prepared alkaline ſubſtances, and ſuch 
other ingredients as ſeem calculated ra- 
ther to retard than promote their effects; 
ſo nauſeous and oppreſſive to the ſto- 
mach, eſpecially as they are ordered to 
be given ſo frequently, and in ſuch large 
quantities, that it requires the greateſt 
reſolution imaginable, to continue ſuch 
a courſe for the time neceſſary. And 
after all, though they in many inſtances 
had confeſſedly given great relief, yet 
in many more they had failed; for 
Dr. JuriN has obſerved, that ſeveral 
patients, after taking them for ſeveral 
months together, without any benefit, 
had ſubmitted to be cut rather than to 
uſe any longer a medicine ſo extremely 
nauſeous, which had generally increaſ- 
ed their, pains without | bringing, any 
thing away *. 


Although 
* Abſtract of Dr. Junix's caſe, p. 5. 


49-2 5 
ne, gh theſe. medicines, however 
in many inſtanees uſeful, . yet have, on 

account of the defects or inconveniencies 
before- mentioned, been often found in- 
adequate to the purpoſe; yet this good 
has enſued from that publication, that 
ſeveral men, eminent in the practice 
of phyſic, and others, became more 
attentive to notices of this kind; and 
to their great aſſiduity in diſcover- 
ing the nature and qualities of ſtony 
ſubſtances, it is owed, that the ſolution 
of hard calculous concretions is, by the 
uſe of internal remedies, now found 
to be practicable, and alkaline fixed falts 
and ſubſtances, properly and cautiouſly 
adminiſtred, to be the moſt efficacious 
diſſolvents. 


„ 


In particular, the late Dr. Davis 
HarTLEy, of Bath, tho a ſtrenuous 
advocate for Mrs. STEPHENs's medicines, 
yet conſcious of their defects, cauſed a 


0”. 
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paper to be inſerted in the Gentlemans 
Magazine for the month of February, 
1746. vol. xvi. p. 77. entitled, Dzrec- 
tions for preparing and adminiſtering 
Mrs.STEPHENS's Medicines for the Stone, 
in a folid form. Which, for the rea- 
ſon above afligned, I have hike 
here tranſcribed. 


« 1, Take of alicant or Caſtile-ſoap 
eight ounces, - of powdered quick- 
« lime one ounce, of ſalt of tartar a 
% dram. Shave the ſoap, mix it with 
e the lime and falt, and beat all into a 
s ſoft maſs, by adding thereto as much 
vater as is neceſſary for this purpoſe. 


* 2. The weights here intended are 
the apothecaries weights, but the 
medicine may be prepared by any 
te others, care being taken to preſerve 
the proportion of the ingredients here 
e directed; that is, to make the lime 
an 


14 


* an n cighth part of the ſoap, and the 
* ſalt an eighth part of the lime. | 


&« 2, Quick-lime may be reduced to 
| * powder for the purpoſe of this medi- 
cine, either by dipping it in water 
for a few moments, or by expoſing 
* it to the air for ſome days. This 


e powder is to be paſſed thro a fine 
9 ſieve. 


„ 4. The lime which is made from 
lime-ſtone is ſtronger than that made 
<« from chalk, the ſhells of eggs, oy- 
e ſters, &c. However, this laſt is ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong for the general pur- 
« poſes of this medicine, when highly 
« calcined and freſh. And, on the 
% contrary, the ſtrongeſt © ſtone-lime * 
e may be made weaker at pleaſure, by 
being expoſed to the air, or by re- 
« peated effuſions of freſh water. 


« 5. Strong 
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5. Strong lime is a more powerful 


ſolvent than weak, but then it is 


more apt to occaſion irritation and 


pain in the urinary paſſages. New 


ſoap appears alſo to be more irritat- 
ing and more powerful than old. 


8 6. The chief uſe of the -falt of 


tartar is to preſerve the maſs ſoft, 


This is neceſſary, that the ſtomach 
may digeſt it eaſily, and the bowels 
abſorb the efficacious part in its paſ- 
ſage along them. If therefore it 
ſhould at any time grow ſo hard and 
dry as to be heavy on the ſtomach, 
or paſs thro the body undiſſolved, it 
will be proper to beat it over again, 
with the addition of a little more 
water and ſalt of tartar. The ſame 
purpoſe may be obtained by uſing a 
weaker lime, or a leſs Propertign of 
a ſtrong one. 
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6 7. This medicine muſt not be 
& prepared in a copper or braſs mor- 
« tar, leſt it ſhould corrode the metal, 
< receive a taint from it, and fo OCCa- 
ſion ficknels or vomitin g. 


cc 


« 8, The method of adminiſtring it 
ce is as follows: Make each ounce of 
e the mals into ſix rolls of about two 
inches in length, and a little taper 
at each end; and let the perſon who 
< has the ſtone in the kidneys, or blad- 
« der, take from eighteen to twenty- 
« four of theſe rolls, that is, from 
rc three to four ounces of the maſs, 
every day. Leſs than three ounces 
every day ought not to be depended 
upon for the folution of the ſtone, 
and I cannot authorize any one from 
experience to take more than four. 
Three, four, :or. five rolls may be 
taken at once, and at any hour of 
the Gay, according -as each perſon 

«© finds 


cc 


cc 


E 
finds his ſtomach. belt able to digeſt 


« them. 


9. If one of theſe rolls be laid 
te length-ways on the tongue, and then 
a mouth-full of water taken and 
' ſwallowed, the roll will flip down 
along with the water, ſo as ſcarce 
to be perceived in its paſſage. 


« 10. If the patient drinks ſome 
lime-water and milk for his common 
drink, during the uſe of this me- 
dicine, the cure will be forwarded 
thereby: but then it will probably 
« ſubject him to a greater degree of 
irritation and pain in the urinary 
« paſſages; and therefore is not ad- 
viſeable in .caſes where theſe com- 
plaints are already conſiderable. Lime- 


<. water is made by pouring a gallon 


< of cold water upon a pound of quick- 
x lime, ſticring it about, and after it 
« has 
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has ſtood for two or three hours; 2 
4 n it theo a filtring Papers 


« 1. Where the ircitation wid ap 


are very great, alſo where the pa- 
tient is ſubject to diſcharge much 
blood with his urine, the medicines 


ought to be prepared with a very 
mild lime and ſoap, and even with 
a leſs proportion of lime than ac- 
cording to the foregoing directions. 
The ſalt of tartar may alſo be left 
out, as the maſs will not now be ſo 
apt to grow dry. But it ſeems requi- 


ſite to give the medicine in due quan- 


tities in ſuch caſes, leſt the ſtone 


ſhould happen to be of ſo brittle a 
nature as to fall into fragments, with 


ſharp edges and corners, from a ſmall 
quantity; at the ſame time that thro? 


want of due quantities, the urine is not 


powerful enough to make theſe edges 
and corners grow rotten, and fall off 
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cc from the fragments 5 but on the con- I 
. < trary, ſhould ſuffer theſe fragments 
to continue rough and hard, and 
e thereby to occaſion great irritation, 


“ pain and danger. For the fame rea- 
« ſon the medicines ought not to be 
* intermitted, whilſt rotten fragments 
ate voided. 88 

c 12. Where a perſon cannot ſwal- 
ce low the rolls, nor take a ſufficient 
* quantity of the above-mentioned me- 
« dicines in any other form, the fol- 
1 lowing may be directed in its ſtead, 
5e viz. Mix equal parts of powdered 
e quick- lime and ſalt of tartar together, 


and let the patient take a quarter of an 
* ounce of this mixed powder, in half 
** a pint of milk, three or four times 


a day. 


L 


. This medicine "IRS to uy of. 


v about equal efficacy with that be 


cc fore- 
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cannot be taken in due quantity, in 
any other vehicle beſides milk, as far 
as I have been able to diſcover; and 


when not taken in due quantity, it 


appears to me to expoſe the patient 


to the hazards mentioned in the laſt 


article, in a greater degree than the 
foregoing medicine. This powder 


ought to be mixed with the milk 
only a. few moments before it is 


taken ; otherwiſe it will acquire a 
great increaſe of acrimony. Pot-aſh, 
purified by ſolution, filtration, and 
evaporation, or fixed alkaline ſalt of 
any kind, may be uſed inſtead of 


ſalt of tartar, both i in this and the 


40 
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foregoing ONES. 


* 13. A ſixth or eighth part of ei 
ther of theſe medicines, taken every 


day, ſeems ſufficient to prevent the 


D 2 c for- 


fore · mentioned, but more apt to in- 
creaſe the pain and irritation. It | 
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© water, mixed with an equal quan- 


day | * 
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25 e 
formation of gravel and gravel- ſtones. 


— 


Half an ounce of mere ſoap, or a 


pint of ſtrong lime-water, taken 
every day, may alſo in general be 
ſufficient for the ſame purpoſe ; nei- 
ther is there any reaſon to apprehend 
that any of theſe methods will be 
hurtful to the health, tho' continued 
for many years. On the contrary, 
ſoap, lime, and lime-water, appear 
to be very ſalutary to moſt perſons in 


the decline of life, and to be excel- 


lent remedies in the gout, in jaun- 


dices, and in all ſuch diſorders of the n 


firſt paſſages, as ariſe from, or are 
attended by, acidities there. Soap 
alone, in the quantity of half an ounce 
or an ounce a day, is very uſeful Hh 
habitual coſtiveneſs, and in obſtruc- 
tions of the catamenia, or tenden- 
cies thereto, eſpecially if there be 
previous pains ; as is ſtrong lime- 


— 


ic tity 


| | | * 
e | | 
« tity of milk, and uſed for common 
e drink in habitual looſeneſſes. I am ; 
cc 


alſo inclined to believe, that a diet, * 
conſiſting of bread, milk, and lime- 4 * 
r water, alone, if rigidly adhered to, nn 
© and perſiſted in for a ſufficient time, _ 

would be of the greateſt ſervice in | 
many ſcorbutic and ſcrophulous caſes.” 
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Nov. 2, 1745. 


D. HARTLEY. Az 
Whate er new degree of efficacy gg 
theſe medicines, thus altered and cor- | * L vo 
rected, might appear to the doctor to 1 


have obtained, yet that they are not bs 


= 
thereby exempted from many defects =_— 
and inconveniencies, the following re= 
marks will ſufficiently prove. _ 
I. Tho by the doctor's preſcription * 
the ſuperfluous and uſeleſs ingredients _— 
in Mrs. STEPHENs's medicines are en- .— 
15 FE tirely 15 1 ; 
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trely reſcinded, yet thoſe ſubſtituted in 
their ſtead; are not without their im- 
perfections, being. very little elſe than 
Caſtile ſoap, and even that vitiated by 
one eighth part of an abſorbent earth, 
ſuch as quick- lime partly becomes when 
flacked as is directed; it is therefore 
not likely to diſſolve calculous conere- 
tions, or promote the good effects of 
the ſoap, which being in the largeſt 
quantity, muſt be ſuppoſed to have been 
eſteemed by him, the moſt n 
part of this compolition. 4:5 
2. It is true that ſalt of tartar is ordered 
to be added, but fo little, being only 
but about a ſixty-fifth part of the whole 
maſs, and with a view only to pre- 
ſerve it ſoft, that little good can be ex- 
pected from it; whereas this ſalt being, 
as will afterwards appear, the moſt 
efficacious ingredient, ought to have 
been preſcribed in the largeſt quantity. 
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From this particular alone, it Paß, 
appears to me, that he was not at hat 

time thoroughly acquainted with his 
ſubject, and therefore the inconſiſten- 


cies in his ſubſequent directions are e 
ſily accounted for. | 


3. The quantity of this a or- * | 4M =” 
dered to be taken, being from at leaſt = 
three. to four ounces every day, is ſo | 
great, that the objection made to Mrs. 
STEPHENS's medicines upon thisaccount, 
recurs. This, even he himſelf ſeemed 
ſenſible of; for to a perſon who cannot 
{ſwallow the rolls, nor take a ſufſicient 
quantity of the medicine in any other 
form, his directions are, that the fol- 
lowing mixture may be uſed in its ſtead. 
Mix equal parts of powdered quick- 
lime and ſalt of tartar together, and 
let the patient take a quarter of an 
ounce of this mixed powder in' half a 


1 pint 


. 
8 of ode 0 {three or four times 2 
ö 

5 As an del quantity of ſalt & 
| tartar, or any other pure fixed alkaline 
falts, and quick-lime is the exact pro- 
Portion of theſe ſubſtances, without any 


| farther addition, for making the lapis 


ſepticus or potential cauſtic *, a ſmall 


round piece of which, not exceeding 

te ſize of a filver penny, when applied 
$ and confined properly to the ſkin, for 
ſome hours, will produce a very deep 


eſchar; the alternative propoſed 1s not 


2 little ſurprizing; for tho by being 


mixed in ſuch a quantity of milk, its 
acrid particles may be ſo far ſeparated 
and ſo weakened by that ſeparation, as 

not to be immediately productive of 
ſuch effects, yet what ill conſequences 
may not be dreaded from three quarters 
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to an ounce of this being taken. every 
; day. oe any length of time ih 
9 
. PI he has eſtimated that quantity 
of this powder-to be only of h 
equal efficacy with the medicine be- 
fore mentioned, and yet at the ane 
time acknowledged it to be more apt 
to increaſe pain and irritation, and even 
ſo acrid that it cannot be taken” in 
due quantity 'in any other. vehicle be- 
ſides milk, as far as he has been able 
to diſcover; and that even thus diluted 
it ought to be drunk a few moments 


after it is mixed, otherwiſe it will ac 
quire a great increaſe of acrimony. New: - | 


as he immediately before cautions againſt 


the uſe of ſuch medicines as irritate 


greatly and give much paifi, and in or- 


der to avoid ſuch inconveniencies, or- 
ders his former medicines to be pre- 


pared with a very mild lime and ſoap, 
and even with a leſs proportion of line, 
e and 
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and the ſalt of ' tartar to be left out, 
what can we think? ſurely that in this 
reſpe& he ſeems to be inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, and that therefore his direc- 
tions cannot be truſted. 


Theſe animadverſions may perhaps 
be looked upon by ſome as too ſevere; 
but as I have frequently heard of, and 
in a few inſtances ſeen, bad effects from 
ſuch- like acrid ſubſtances given in too 
| large quantities, I think that I cannot 
fufficiently enough recommend the prac- 
tice of proceeding leiſurely, beginning 
at firſt with a ſmall quantity, and by a 
conſtant attention, either augmenting 
or diminiſhing it as circumſtances and 
conſequences indicate; for, what can- 
not immediately be done by force, yet 
in time may be effected by eaſier me- 
* 175 ; 
« The 
* Quid mags eſt ſaxo durum ? Quid mollius 


unda 
Dura tamen molli ſaxa cavantur aqua. 
Ov. 


"4" 
1 ' 


* 4 
N 
+ 


; N 
te The late learned Dr. Juxn, wh 
te for many years was greatly affected 
« with the gravel, being at laſt! con- 
ce vinced that he had a ſtone in his 
bladder, too large to be got rid of by or- 
dinary means, began ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider what courſe he ſhould take to 
avoid being cut ; the reſult was, that 
he turned his thoughts to the lixi- 
vium or lye that ſoap is made of, 
being inclined to think that the virtue 
of the ſoap reſided principally in the 
lye ; and that its efficacy for diſſol- 
ving the ſtone was rendered leſs by 
the addition of ſuch a quantity of 
oil or fat as was neceſſary to make it 
into ſoap ; and not only fo, but 
the medicines rendered thereby more 
nauſeous and bulky. He was con- 
« firmed in this opinion from a careful 
; v7 _<-perufal 


The quantity of oil in Spaniſh ſoap is com- 
puted to be above two third parts of that com- 

ſition. See Dr. ALsToN's Diſſertation on 
Quick-lime and Lime-water. Edit, 2. p. 26. 
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. peruſal of the experiments made by 


_ 0 
XK : i c his ingenious and learned friend the « 
_ *< latereverendDr.Harxs, to whom the 
_— = world is ſo much indebted upon this, 
— e and many other accounts; and the 
| < more fo from the following experi- 1 
ment which came nearer to his own ; 
< caſe.' He mixed a tea-ſpoonful of the 
e lixivium with about two ounces of ⁵ * 
e river water, and by a cold infuſion 5 
< in this mixture a rugged red ſtone, | 
= < of the\ ſize of a ſmall pea, he had | 
_ - formerly voided, was diſſolved in two | 
—_ «c days. | : 
2 Being thus apprized of the ſupe- | 
*« rior lithonthriptic quality of ſoap-lye, 
<« and knowing that it had been taken 
by [ſeveral perſons without inconve- 
„ nience, he determined to make uſe 
of it, and the event anſwered his ex- 
« pectation; for by a conſtant perſe- 
© yerance in * it every any for 


9M 


+ 
* 


2 above ſix months, he, by the bleſ⸗ 
2558 of God, Sand h pan 


© cured, _ - 


te The lixivium or lye that he uſed 

te at firſt, is what is commonly called 
<< the capital ſoap-lees, but afterwards 
te the lixwum of the firſt running, 
Which is much ſtronger: Yet, even 
. that was found to vary ſometimes 
t very conſiderably with regard to 
s ſtrength, and tho he himſelf could 
t pretty nearly judge of the ſtrength 
* of every freſh parcel, and increaſe 
e or leſſen the doſe he took accord- 
e ingly; yet this could not be done 
by his patients, eſpecially by thoſe 
« he ſeldom or never ſaw after he had 
once ſettled them in a proper courſe 
of taking this medicine: and beſides, 
& the ſoap-lye was often attended with 
* a ſmell and taſte ſo exceedingly of- 
* fenfive, that many perſons could not 


keep it upon their ſtomachs, add 


were obliged to diſcontinue it _ 
that account. 


ETheſe conſiderations ne 
thinking whether a medicine might 
not be contrived of the ſame ingre- 
dients, and conſequently ef the ſame 
virtue, yet without the above - men- 
tioned inconveniencies; which after 
ſeveral trials he happily effected by 
the aſſiſtance of his friend Mr. Li- 
TLEBURY, apothecary; and ſince that 
time this was what he uſed for himſelf 
and patients inſtead of the common 
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This nu preparation, however, 
he did not think proper to communicate 
to the publick, and only directed that 
may be had in any quantity of Meſſ. 
LITTLEBURY and LANGLEY, apothe- 


R 
* 


cc 
6 
E 
cc 
: 
ec 
cc 
22 
6c 
- 
on 


4 * 


Th ( 0 


caries, oppoſite to Auſtin -F . old 
e ee London. | 


I have often heard this concealment 


cenſured as a lucrative artifice below 


the dignity of his character, but as theſe 
perſons were aſſiſting to him in prepar- 
ing it, he therefore, as-a recompence 
for their trouble, I think, could not 
well do otherwiſe, and conſequently 


was in this reſpect excuſable; and the 


more ſo, becauſe very probably by bis 
directions, it is ſold ſo cheap, one ſhil- 


ling and fix-pence being the price de- 
manded for an half pint bottle, which 
will keep its virtue at any diſtance, | 


that people not rich may be ſupplied on 


eaſy terms, and the indigent ſuccoured 
by benevolent perſons without any great 
expence. Thus, the objection made o 
Dr. Cirricx's manner of concealing h 


and adminiſtring his medicine 18 intire- 
y obviated. | 
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Vet as thoſe who are at a very great 
diſtance, may wiſh to know this medi- 
eine in order to have it always ready in 
caſe of exigency, that I may ſatisfy 
them, as far as I am able, I ſhall ſub- 
join my conjectures about it. 7 
The doctor's objection to the com- 
mon ſoap-lye, is not its want of efficacy, 
but its diſagreeable ſmell, and taſte, and 
that it cannot at all times be had of the 
ſame degree of ſtrength; I therefore ſup- 
poſe that his lixivium is the ſolution of 
a preciſe quantity, by weight, of de- 
purated rheniſh wine tartar, and oyſter 
or cockle-ſhells, both recently and well 
calcin'd, the tartar till it acquires a pale 
blue colour, the ſhells till they are per- 


fectly and thoroughly white, in con- 


ſtantly the ſame proportionate quantity, 
by meaſure, of pure light water. 


* 2 | 
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ee thus prepared, muſt if 
well kept from the air, be always of 
equal ſtrength, and may be more im- 
mediately taken than ſoap-lye, for ſalt 
of tartar is more pure than any other 
of the alkaline falts, which ſoap-boil- 
ers, for the moſt part, make uſe of; 
and I much doubt whether the calci- 
nation of their quick-lime' is ſo well 
attended to as it ought to be. Dr. 
Wuvrr obſerves, that in the calci- 
nation of cockle and oyſter-ſhells, if 

any part of them are bluiſh' and not 
properly calcined, the water poured on 
them will get a very diſagreeable ſul- 
phurous taſte. The diſagreeable and 
nauſeous ſmell and taſte ſo common to 
their ſoap-lye, may therefore be attri- 
buted to an imperfect calcination, and 
I think by the preparation here direct- 
ed 
* Dr. Wavrr's Eſſay on the Virtues of 


Lime-Water and Soap in the Cure of the Stone. 
Edit. 3. p. 31, 32. 
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ed will n ee meaſure de 1 
vented... 2 * . | 4 


Io aſcertain the exact proportions of 
| theſe different ingredients, which the 
doctor made uſe of in making his ſoap- 
lye, is the difficulty; however I think 
they may be pretty nearly gueſſed at by 
* following en, 


The doctor dns] is a a pale-co- 
Joured tranſparent lixivium, and-a white 
calcareous fediment. Furſt, therefore, 
exactly weigh any quantity of it, for 
example a pint, then * the 
clear liquor by filtration, and thorough- 
I dry and weigh the ſediment: thus 
the quantity of quick-lime contained 
in this compoſition will be nearly aſ- 
certained ': after this evaporate the 
clear liquor obtained by filtration to 
dryneſs, and weigh the reſiduum; which 
Will, in like manner, indicate the pro- 

eee 
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portion of the alkaline ſalt; then ſubs 
ſtrat the weight of theſe two laſt in 
gredients from the firſt quantity, and the 
remainder will be the proportion of 
water in which they were mixed. 


If, after all, theſe calculations ſhould 
be found deficient, I can only ſay that 
a due attention ought to be had to the 
ſtrength or alkaline acrimony of - this 
medicine, and indeed of any other of 
that kind, for to this their lithron- 
thriptic virtue is chiefly owed ; by the 
knowledge of this therefore muſt be re- 
gulated the due adminiſtration of ſuch- 
like ſubſtances, and how to obtain this 
knowledge I have already ſhewn. 


-2* The quantity of the lixivium the 
e doctor began with was very ſmall, 
<< being only twenty drops twice a day, 
e but by a gradual increaſe he was 
enabled to take from an ounce to 

« an 
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an ounce and a half in that ſpace 
of time. To thoſe, therefore, who 
wanted to' get rid of a ſtone of any 
* confiderable bigneſs, or a large quan- 
tity of gravel, he generally preſerib- 
ed an ounce, or thereabout, to be 
taken every day in three or four doſes; 
beginning with a drachm weight in 
i. a doſe three times a day, and in- 
creaſing it by degrees; but after- 
wards he thought that about a third 
of an ounce in every four and twenty 
hours Would be ſufficient to keep 
* them clear of gravel.” 


. Theregimen he obſerved was only to 
abſtain from every thing that could be 
ſuſpected of leſſening the efficacy of his 
medicine; which being highly alkaline, 


he forbore all vinegar, fruit, and the au- 
ſtere wines. 


T The reaſon why he did not ſepa- 
rate the clear part of his lixivium from 


„ 


N 65 * : 

a fediment, was, probably a ſuppoſi- 
tion that it might thereby be preſerved 
longer in the firſt alkaline ſtate ; for the 
quick-lime, by its active particles being 
diſſolved, will become partly an abſor- 
bent earth, and therefore to contribute 
to abſorb and render ineffectual the acid 
particles of the air, which, as I obſerved 
before, either weakened or otherwiſe 
altered alkaline falts and ſubſtances ; or 
perhaps by taking it himſelf thick and 
turbid, and ordering others fo to do, 
he intended that any acids which might 
too much abound in the firſt paſſages, 
ſhould by the earthy parts of the quick- 
lime be abſorbed and obtunded, and 
conſequently the action of the alkaline 
ſalts and ſubſtances be leſs impeded, 


He confidently recommended this 
* medicine in gravelly caſes, it not 
* having failed in any one caſe, that 
* he knew of; but in caſe of a ſtone 

: b « in 


- E? — 
4 — Mr rn Oe er im rm muerte rt ter —y 
* . . = 


Sea 8 2 «s 4 wo 


. \ . n - 2 Y | 
Y n _ | hdd =_ \ = 1 1 + on aca. 
* = CER Ms ET Os ', RY” - 9 


—— ad 


| 1 5 5 


n jn the bladder, he acknowledged that 


« the ſucceſs was by no means equally 
« certain; but he believed this at leaſt 


« may be depended on, that while a 


<« patient takes this lixivium in due 
« quantity, the ſtone will never grow 
« bigger, and no new ones will be ge- 
<« nerated. | 


« And fo poſitive was he of the ſer- 
« vice it would be to mankind, that he 
c defired to be remembered, after death, 


<« for nothing more than the ſhare he 


<* had in introducing the practice of i in- 
< oculation and this lixivium.” 


Altho' the doctor was not the firſt 


who made uſe of the ſoap-lye for the 


gravel and ſtone, yet as he was, for 


ought that appears to the contrary, the 
author of the practice of giving it in 
ſuch large quantities, the merit of this 


improvement juſtly belongs to him, 


and 


— 
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„ FEI 


9 
and therefore his name ought to be 
had in grateful remembrance. | 


M3 %s was Gilther RL to this 


ſubject, the regimen that he obſerv- 
ed while he was taking the, lye, the 
obſervations that he made from time 
to time on its effects upon himſelf, 
and the inferences deduced from them, 
I refer to © The Abſtract of his own 
* caſe, written by himſelf, as far as 
relates to the taking of this lixiviam 
<« for the ſtone and gravel, and printed 


e only for the better inſtruction and 


c direction of thoſe who take that me- 
&« dicine, from which, what I have 
thus related, is tranſcribed. 


The ingenious and learned Dr, 
WurTT, profeſſor of medicine in the 
univerſity of Edinburgh, in his Eſſay 
on the Virtues of Lime-Water and Soap 
in the Cure of the Stone, declares it to 
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be his opinion, that the lithonthriptic 
virtue of ſoap is chiefly in the quick- 
lime, which, together with alkaline fix- 


ed falts and oil, conſtitutes the whole of 


that compoſition. 


He it ſeems was firſt led into this 
perſuaſion after reading the ingenious 
experiments publiſhed by Dr. HALEs, 
in theyear 1741, upon Mrs. STEPHENS 
medicines ; as it there appears that the 
ſoap owes its' virtue neither to pot-aſh 
nor oil, but wholly to quick-lime, and 
as that bears ſo ſmall a proportion to 
the other ingredients, he thought it rea- 
ſonable to expect greater benefit from 
large quantities of lime- water afliſted 
by ſoap. 


He was afterwards confirmed in this 
opinion by the ſpeedy and good ef. 
fects of lime-water in the caſe of Mr. 


Davip MILLAR, who after he had 


taken 


j Rt 75 Te 8 
1 5 bs 85 months without any ſen- 
"ble relief, upon drinking, by his ad- 
vice, large quantities of lime - water 
along with it, in a few days was freed 
from many of the troubleſome, pain- 
ful, and dangerous complaints, he be- 
fore laboured under; and by perſiſting 
in this courſe four months longer, after 
voiding two pretty large fragments of 
a ſtone, he continued from the begin- 
ning of the year 1742 (when the doc- 
tor's Eſſay was firſt written) to June 
1751, (when he died) perfectly free 
from /all ſymptoms of the ſtone without 
taking medicines of any kind. 


The doctor conſequently thinks, that 
there can be no doubt but that the 
ſtone which gave him ſo much uneaſi- 
neſs was wholly brought away by drink- 
ing daily for that ſpace of time three 
pints of lime- water along with an ounce 
and half of ſoap. | 
E 
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| This was, indeed, a very aan 
caſe and moſt certainly juſtiflod the in 

ference he at that time deduced a. 


deliverance obtained from lime-water 
* aſſiſted by ſoap, whereas "ſubſequent 
experience has ſufficiently evinced the 


and ſoap, but even after they have been 


without effect. A few caſes of this 
kind have occurred to me, and many 
more are ſo well known and atteſted by 
others, that it is needleſs to exemplify 
them, at leaſt at preſent. 


tion obliged to differ from the doctor in 


cotributed much towards this diſſent. 
For among the numerous experiments 
he 


it. But this is the only inſtance he has 
given of ſuch ſudden relief and perfect 


more ſalutary power of ſoap-lye, as in 
many inſtances it has given very quick 
relief, not only unaſſiſted by lime- water 


taken in large quantities for a long time 


J am therefore by irreſiſtible convic- 


chis point; and indeed he has himſelf 
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Js has made and communicated to 
prove the ſuperior efficacy of lime - wa- 
ter, both to ſoap, and to alkaline fixed 
falts, as 2 diſſolvent of hard calculus 
concretions immerſed to it, there are 
ſeveral which plainly demonſtrate the 
ſuperior power of ſoap-lye . 


As he aſcribes the diſſolving quality 
of ſuch ſubſtances, when given inwardly, 
to their ſuperior efficacy as menſtruums; 
therefore, ſoap-lye, from even his own 
ſuppoſition, is more to be relied on as a 
medicine. 


And if at the fame time the follow - 
ing experiments are added; the evi- 
dent prevalence of ſoap-lye as a diſ- 
ſolving menſtruum, will ſtill be farther 
oonfirmed. 


E 2 Let 


* See his | Experiments edit. 3. p. 92, 933 
94 95, and 96. 


N 
Let it be recollected, that, by Dr, 
Jonix's experiment ſuch a ſmall quan- 
tity of ſoap-lye as a tea-ſpoonful mixed 
in two table-ſpoonfulsof river-water,was 
found to diſſolve a rugged red ſtone of 
the ſize of a ſmall pea, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of heat, in the ſpace of two 
days. My own obſervations are the 
„ following. 


F mo. Av 0 9 


1. I put a fragment of a hard com 
pact calculus, weighing eight grains, 
into an ounce of recently and well cal- 
cined ſalt of tartar, and afterwards pour- 
ed three ounces of boiling rain-water 
upon them, and allowed them to in- 
Fuſe in a moderate heat before the fire, 
in a four-ounce gally-pot covered with 
paper; after they had thus remain- 
ed twenty-four hours, on examining, 
J found not the leaſt fign of en ſo- 
lution, 
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2. I repeated this experiment with 
a fragment of the ſame-- calculus, 
weighing ten grains, and one ounce 
of recently and well calcined oyſter- 
ſhell quick-lime, and after twenty- 
four hours infuſion found no ſolu- 
tion, only it became a little ſlippery to 
the. touch, and the browniſh colour 
of the calculus. was changed ſome» 
what whiter, 


- 
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3. I put in the ame manner a frag- 
ment of the ſame calculus, weigh- 
ing nine grains, into ſalt of tartar and 

quick- lime, of each half an ounce, with 
the ſame quantity of water; and in 
ten hours infuſion found it totally diſ- 


folped. | 
4. I repeated the experiment with 2 
fragment of the ſame calculus, weigh- - 
ing fourteen grains, in ſix drachms | 
I = 
i 14 


« 9 
of quick-lime, and three drachms of 
ſalt of tartar; and after an infuſion of 
twenty-four hours, I found it fo far dif 
folved, that only about 1 a graln 
remained, 


x. A fragment of the fame calcu» 
lus, weighing fourteen grains, in fix 
drachms of falt of. tartar, and three 
drachms of quick-lime, after an ins 
fuſion of twelve hours, was found to- 

a oy diſſolved. 8 E 


7 


6. 1 made an experiment by immer- 
fing a fragment of the fame caleulus, 
weighing five grains, in four ounces of 
boiling lime- water; and after an infu- 
fion of twenty-four hours, found that 
it loſt none of its weight, but n * 
came of a lighter colour. | 


” W 

This lime-water was prepared by | 
pouring a pint: of | boiling rain-water 
upon four ounces: of CEO wo | 
ow 


25 22 een of the amel. - 
ounces: of a: cold ſolution of Ruflian 
pot-aſh, obtained by letting it run in a 
moiſt air, and after three days infuſion, 
found not the leaſt ſolution, nor even 


85 . 3 
en theſe experiments i is app4- 


xent, that ſuch a ſudden ſolution of cal- 

culus concretions is only obtained by 
the combination of alkaline fixed falts 
and quick-lime, that ſeparately they are 
very far from having ſuch a ſpeedy ef- 
feQ, and that conſequently ſoap-lye is 
the ET menſtruum. 
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The doctor s experiments, it is true, 
have proved a very conſiderable difloly= 
ing quality in lime-water, and ſhewn 
that calcined oyſter or cockle-ſhells af- 
ford a better lime for that purpoſe than 
lime- ſtone: this, however, I think pro- 


ceeds not from any inherent quality in 
the ſhells themſelves, but from their 


texture, being not ſo compact and firm 
as that of ſtone, and conſequently not 
only more eaſy to be thoroughly calcin- 
ed, but likewiſe more ready, and apt, 


to receive, and retain, a greater quantity 


of igneous particles, to which alone, 
in my opinion, their diſſolving quali- 
ties are to be aſcribeec. 


Lixdvial fixed . falts and quick-lime 
are in many reſpects ſimilar. alkaline, 
ſubſtances, being both-the offspring of 


fire; but it is very remarkable, that by. 


mixing them together, a much more 
intenſe degree of alkaline acrimonys 


W 
2 
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as has been already mentioned, is pro⸗ 
duced, than either of them is ſepa- 
rately poſſeſſed of. To this increaſed 
acrimony, as the doctor himſelf by the 
above-mentioned experiments has proy- 
ed, it muſt be aſcribed, that a more 
ſpeedy ſolution of calculus ſubſtances is 
effected: and as by theſe experiments 
he has evidently demonſtrated, that 
ſoap-lye is endued with a diffolving 
quality much ſuperior either to lime- 
water or ſoap, I am greatly ſurprized 
that he ſhould totally exclude alkaline 
fixed ſalts, ſince an equal quantity of them 
and quick- lime diſſolved in water conſti- 
tute ſoap-lye , from having any ſhare 
in the diffolving virtue of ſoap; and 
the more, as even he himſelf, by one 
of his experiments has conceded ſome 
degree at leaſt, of a lithonthriptic qua- 
iy even to a weak ſolution of pot-aſh 
3 in 


x0 * London Diſpenſatory. 
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a water. And when it is conſidered, that 
by his own confeſſion, the quantity of 
theſe ſalts does greatly exceed that of 
quick-lime in the compoſition of ſoap, 
even fo far, that it is doubted whe- 
ther there is any lime at all, or at 
leaſt but the ſmalleſt quantity in Alt 
cant ſoap, which alone is ordered for 
internal uſe *; and that I have proved 
by experiment 5.2 more ſpeedy ſolution 
of calculus ſubſtances to be obtain= 
ed by their immerſion, in a mixture 
which the alkaline fixed falts exceed 
the quick-lime by one third, this ex- 
cluſion ſeems the more extraordinary. 


A lady of great diſtinction, told 
me, that ſhe was informed by a lady 
in Ireland, of high rank, and her ac- 
quaintance, that the Rev. Mr. WELS, 
a country clergyman in that kingdom, 

| had 


Dr. AIs rox's Diſſertation on Quick- lime. 
p. 19. 
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in a pint of veal-broth twice a day, two 
hours before breakfaſt, and when go- 
ing to bed, a tea-ſpoonful and a half of 
a ſtrong lixivium or lye, made only 
with Ruſſia or Flanders aſhes, if to be 
got, if not, with. the aſhes of ſea · wreck 
or weed, by putting them into a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of boiling water; and af- 
ter they had boiled ſome time, letting 
them remain in the veſſel till the aſhes 
ſubſide, and after that pouring off the 
clear lye for uſe, which he ſays, ought 
to be as ſtrong as poſſible, If the com- 
plaint is bad, he directs that the fame 
quantity of the lye ſhould be taken, i in 
like manner, before dinner; and that 
the patients, while taking this medicine, 
ſhould ſup upon broth, and at dinner 
drink only rum and water very weak, 
and avoid every ſort of food which has 
an acid or ſalt in it. 


F rom 


— — 


8 


8 


o 
„ 
+ - ———————— ro a N 
1 
: 


n m=+ ok, ; OOO © = 4th 


| had often pradtiſed, with great ſucceſs, - 
upon the gravel and ſtone, by giving 


* 
* 


ws 8 * 

From this obſervation, I think it res- 
ſonable to conclude, that the lithon= 
thriptic virtue of alkaline fixed ſalts, 
even without the affiſtance of quick- 
lime, is apparent, and conſequently their 
excluſion leſs FIR | 


As to oil, the third and by muck 
the largeſt ingredient in the compoſi- 
tion of ſoap, it is ſo far from having any 
ſhare in its lithonthriptic properties, 
that on the contrary I think it rather 
tends to hinder the other two, which, 
if the expreſſion be allowable, may be 
looked upon as a ſolid ſoap-lye, from 
exerting their active powers for this 
purpoſe, by becoming in ſome degree, a 
cement to connect the calcareous par- 
ticles of our food, which by ſubſiding, 
conſtitute the moſt conſiderable ſhare 
in ſuch concretions as are found in 


the ſecretory and excretory organs. of 
the urinous evacuation, 
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That this is the | cafe. will evidently = 
appear by the eaſy experiment of cal- . 
eining a bone till it is reduced to an N 
inert unactive earth; which if not di- 1 


ſturbed will, nevertheleſs, retain its 
former ſhape; an indication ſurely, 
that the quantity of earth is much 
greater than of all the other ſubſtances 
which conſtitute the fabrick of the bones. 
The bone thus robbed. of its agglu- 
tinating principles, will become ſo fri- _ 
able as to crumble into duſt and aſnes 
upon a gentle touch; but afterwards, _ © 
by the affuſion of a ſufficient quantity 
of oil, ſuch a degree of tenacity. may 
be [reſtored to it, as will allow it to be 
taken up and handled freely wu 
breaking. 


That oil contributes much to the 
ſtability of the bones by preventing them 
from growin 8 too brittle, the learned 

6 and accurate ne; doctor ALEX- 
ANDER. 


Cw” 


AN DER MoNnRo, when he culms 
the uſes of the . has W ; 
ſhewn * % 


6 FATS is not incumbered with 
oil to retard its operation, I think that 
alone ſufficient not only to eſtabliſh 
it as a more powerful diflolving men- 
ſtruum, but likewiſe to recommend 
it as a more efficacious medicine; and 
indeed, on the ſame account it may with 
propriety be eſteemed a lithonthriptic 
ſolutis principiis, a phraſe made uſe of 
by the learned Dr. Houxuam, when 
preferring the antimonial wine to all 
the other preparations of antimony . 
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But this is not the only advantage 


ere 


3 poſſeſſed by ſoap-lye in preference to 
1 ſoap, and indeed to any of the alka- 


Anatomy of the Bones, Edit. iv. p. 20 
and 21. 


* Oben ation: upon the Antimony. p. C3 N 
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line tribe hitherto known. For the rea- 


ſon above affigned, a much leſs quan- 
tity will be ſufficient, which, therefore, 
may be diluted with a proper quantity 
of any bland vehicle to prevent the 
painful irritation in ſwallowing it ; and 
thus the nauſeous and diſagreeable taſteſo 
common to ſuch ſubſtances, will be leſs 
perceptible z whereas ſoap, either in a 
liquid or ſolid form, muſt be taken in 
ſuch large quantities before any benefit 
can be expected from it, as will in 
time, even to the moſt reſolute, prove 
very diſguſtful, if not otherwiſe noxious z 
for oil, by ſuch long boiling as is neceſ- 
ſary to make it coaleſce with the other 
ingredients, and be converted into ſoap, 
muſt become very rancid and acrid, 
and therefore on many accounts ex- 
tremely hurtful, 


For a farther illuſtration of the ill 
conſequences, which may enſue from 
the 


the exiſtence of too great a quantity: of 
rancid oil in the conſtitution from what- 
ſoever cauſe it happens, I again refer to 
what Dr. Monro has faid upon this 
ſubject, in the place before cited, 


Having thus ſufficiently proved that 
ſoap-lye, whether conſidered as a men- 
ſtruum, or medicine, has a power of 
diſſolution ſuperior to that of lime-wa- 
ter and ſoap, either conjunctively, or 
ſeparately; when at the ſame time I 
conſider, that many perſons who had 
taken large quantities of ſoap and lime- 
water, not only for months but years 
without benefit, yet afterwards upon 
taking ſoap-lye, were quickly relieved 
from ſeveral troubleſome complaints, 
of which ſome inſtances will be taken 
notice of in the ſequel of this diſqui- 
ſition ; and that though much ſtreſs is 
laid upon lime-water, yet it muſt be 
remembered, that Mr. MiLLAas, from 
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May to the latter end of September, 
took above ſeven pounds weight of 
ſoap before he began to take lime-wa- 


ounce and a half of ſoap daily af- 
terwards ; 


very conducive to the ſubſequent good 
effects obſerved in this gentleman's caſe, 
and this concluſion is confirmed even 


remarkable inſtance of a ſtone in the 
bladder compleatly diſſolved by ſoapy 
alone, in the caſe of che Rev. Ne 
Marraxw SiMson *. 

In the laſt caſe recited by doctok 
Wnvrr, ſoap was found ſo neceſſary, 
that the painful ſymptoms returned when 
the ſoap was omitted, tho the lime- water 


* Eſlay, p. 190. 


ter with it, and continued to take one 


I think it reaſonable to con- __ 
clude, that the ſoap was preparative and 


by the doctor himſelf, who gives one g 


Was continued 3 and the doctor was 
obliged 


le „ 


N 
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obliged- to confeſs, that ſome: ſtones 
yielded to ſoap which could not be di- 
miniſhed by lime - Water. But as none of 
m experiments have furniſhed any ex- 
ample of a ſtone. which ſoap- lees did 
not ſpeedily diſſolve; from theſe: con- 
 fiderations, I cannot avoid giving the 
preference to ſoap-lye, not only as a 
more powerful, but like wiſe as a more 
pleaſant, and if prudently ee 
1 lithonthviptic.. 


——_ As this learned * Bae 
from a principle, undoubtedly, of uni- 
verſal benevolence, has taken great 
pains to give inſtructions and direc- 
tions to thofe who are obliged to take 
ſuch- like ſubſtances, and to ſhew what 
regimen they ought to obſerve as ya- 
rious incidents occur, and particular cir- 
' cumſtances require, he certainly de- 

ſerves the higheſt encomiums. 


* * 
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bez alkaline: fixed: ſalte and fab 


* are poſſeſſed of very effectual 
diſſolving qualities, is now ſo much a 


prevalent opinion, that the practice of 


giving them for the gravel and ſtone 


is become general, and indeed, the re- 


lief oonfeſſedly in many inſtances ob- 


eee e ee eee 


bliſhed it. 
Viet notwithſtanding. this, as cant 


forcible objections are ſtarted againſt 


the uſe of them, it will be neceſſary, 
at leaſt in — 
174 obagins y 


Usb objected, that the large quantities 
of ſuch acrid medicines. as are ordered, 
and are indeed neceſſary to effect the ſo- 


lution of ſuch concretions as are form- 
ed in the kidneys and bladder, eſpe- 


cally after they are become large and 
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hard, muſt in time be productive, if 
not of all the ill conſequences, at leaſt 
of ſome enumerated by BoERHAAVE; 
" Aphoriſms 85 and 86. as the Oe” 
an alkaline megane deb 1 

That the exo of an alkaline acri- 
mony in the conſtitution will be pro- 
ductive of bad conſequences, it is very 
reaſonable to expect; yet from expe- 
rience in many inſtances it is found. 
that thoſe who have taken large quan- 
tities of alkaline ſubſtances, for the gra- 
vel and ſtone, are ſo far from being in- 
jured thereby, that on the contrary, 
they were by the uſe of them greatly 
relieved from other complaints which 
t before were erte to-. tet 6 
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* See the Ale phyſician 0 van 


SWIETEN's commentaries upon theſe apho- 
riſms. 


eee 
In particular Dr. WayTT has ta- 


ken notice of this in ſeveral of the 


caſes he has related, among which 
that of the late Lord WALTOLE is 
the principal; who from July 1748, 


to the beginning of 1757, drank three 


Engliſh pints of lime-water, and ſwal- 
lowed for the moſt part an ounce of 
ſoap daily, except for two months or 
thereabout, during which time he took 
only one pint of lime-water, and one 
third part of an ounce of ſoap daily; by 
which means he was not only relieved 


from the painful ſymptoms of the ſtone, | 
but had his health greatly improved in 


other reſpects; his appetite, healthful 
look, and a degree of ſpirits uncom- 
mon to his age, (he was then in his 
78th year) continued till the end of 
1756, when his laſt illneſs began firſt 
to. attack him, which was a lingering 
feveriſh diſorder, very much affecting 
his ſpirits, but entirely unconnected with 


* 


the 


the lone! and when cmd after death, 
which happened a few months aſter- 
wards, all the viſcera which were im- 
mediately concerned in the ſecretion 
and excretion of the urine, were found 
in a natural healthy ſtate, except that the 
coats of the bladder appeared to be a 
little thicker than common, and three 
ſmall ſtones were found, two looſe in 
the bladder, and a very ſmall one ſtick- 
ing in the paſſage ; all the other viſcera 
in the abdomen, (the breaſt and heart 
not being opened) were found likewiſe 
ſound, except the gall-bladder, which 
was full of ſtones, -an indication that 
alkaline ſubſtances are more particu- 
larly adapted for diſſolving ſuch con- 

cretions as exiſt in the urinary organs 
than in the gall-bladder, which Dr. 
WHYTT is not ſurprized at, as he ob- 
ſerved that ſoap and lime- water, which 
diſſolve the former out of the body, yet 


N 


a bot make the ſmalleſt werben 

N 

Audcher vdinatkabl3 obſervation” td 
this purpoſe is related by the learned 
Dr. Ds Hazy, profeſſor of medicine 
at Vienna , in the caſe of a ſhoe- maker, 
who, if ever any, for the ſpace of ſeven 
years, was a martyr to the ſtone in the 
bladder, and who, upon that account, 
being admitted into the hoſpital, took 
from the month of November 1756, 
to June 1757, ſeventeen pounds weight 
of ſoap, and 1500 pounds of lime-wa- 
ter, with a8 anch milk. | 


In three or four months after he be- 
gan this courſe, he found himſelf as 
eaſy as any perſon who never was trou- 
bled with the ſtone ; paſſed his urine as 
readily, and had afterwards no ſtran- 

gury, 
Ratio Medendi, edit. Ludg. Bat. 1761. 
p. 137, 138. 
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> and was able to retain it the uſual time 
> as healthy people do; and tho' when 
*; "Hh 7 _ diſmiſſed the hoſpital he forbore the ule 
bol theſe medicines, and lived at large, 

| eating plentifully ſalt and acrid food 

which he was fond of, yet, notwiths 
ſtanding, about four or five months af 
terwards it was found that he had no 

: returns of his former complaints, 'and 
he otherwiſe continued in perfect good 
health, altho' upon ſearching, the ſtone 
was ſtill found remaining in his bladder, 


Vet to this relation the doctor adds, 
From the uſe of ſuch a quantity of alkaline 
Subſtances, may not a putrid ſolution of the 
bumours enſue? Doctor WayTT, and 
others, never obſerved that conſequence, 
nor did he himſelf. find any thing like 
it happen to his patient; fo far other 
wiſe, that from a bad habit of body 
he became quite ſound, and ſo plethoric 
that 


85 . no retention, no > EA no painy | 
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chat it was neceſſary on that account 
to bleed him, and the doctor demon- 


ſtrated to a full audience, that his blood 
was in every reſpect exceeding good. 


The doctor the year after (p. 203, 
204.) repeats the obſervation, and ſays, 
that even then this man continued in 
good health, eating and drinking in- 
diſcriminately what he liked beſt. He 
cauſed him again to be braught to the 
hoſpital, where he acknowledged that 
he was ſo free from every complaint, 
that he did not know he was troubled 
with the ſtone, yet to every one who 
ſearched him, its exiſtence was very 
perceptible. 


I am, therefore, not at all ſur- 
prized, that perſons who are ſub- 
ject to calculous concretions, find no 
inconvenience from taking ſuch large 
quantities of theſe ſubſtances, as they 
F are 


| : weak ſolids. May not, therefore, their 


are 8 obſerved to have either 


naturally, or from their manner of li 
ing, and other circumſtances, lax and 


fluids, by not being ſufficiently acted 
upon, become viſcid, and confequently 
preternaturally concreſcent ? I fo, it is 
therefore reaſonable to conclude, that 
by ſuch ſubſtances as greatly ſtimulate 
the ſolids, and are alſo endued with 1 
peculiar attenuating quality, the fluids 
in conſequence of ſuch irritation, will 
be increaſed in their motion, and there-! 
by coagulations and concretions pre- 
vented ; and not only that, but by being 
thus attenuated, the uſual and neceſſary 
evacuations will be increaſed, and conſe- 
quently, the redundancy of pituitous viſ- 
cid humours, which otherwiſe in many 
reſpects injure health, will be leſſened; 
it is, therefore, not wonderful that, in 
nephritic complaints, patients ſhould 
not only find cafe, but likewiſe, by be. 
ing 
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ing g difincumbered from a loaf of tena⸗ _— 
cious glutinous. humours, be relieved - _ 


from other diſeaſes, which they were . 2 1 =Yi 
formerly ſubje& to; for it is a ge-. 
neral remark, that perſons, who takg =_ | 
large quantities of alkaline fixed ſalts ”T— 


and ſubſtances for the gravel and 9 i | * 
ſtone, and obſerve ſtrictly the regimen _ * — 
preſcribed to them, become lean. — 


o 2 
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As to the nature and properties of 
alkaline fixed falts, and their good ef. 
fects in ſuch diſeaſes as are owing to” 
relaxed weak ſolids, and redundant viſcid® * wR— 
fluids, if taken in ſmall quantities wWell!kap⸗ 
diluted, and continued a proper time, 
conſult BOERHAAVE . 


From hence it is apparent that the | 
internal uſe of - ſuch ſubſtances, if 


properly and cautiouſly adminiſtred, 
FE | ' 87 is 


* Operationes Chem, Proceſſus 12. 
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= is not attended with ſuch formidable 
=_ - conſequences as might be expected, 


and, therefore, I think the chief ob- 
jection is, in a great meaſure, ob- 
ped. | 
. it has, however, been often ob- 
ſerved that many perſons who had 
taken very large quantities of theſe ſub- 
ſtances for a great length of time yet 
were ſo far from having been cured, 
that, when opened after death, ſtones - 
were found ſtill remaining in their blad- 
ders; hence another objection occurs, 
viz, their evident inſufficiency for effec- 
ting the ends propoſed. 
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To which I anſwer ; that, when the 0 
ſolution of theſe concretions is not at- | 
tempted till they are grown large, com- T 
pact, hard, and ſmooth, this may be f 
5 often the caſe. Vet to many perſons t 

who, even in theſe circumſtances, have C 


l . „ 
taken ſuch ſubſtances, the relief there: 
by obtained has been fo remarkable . = 
that they afterwards continued maxx _ 
years as eaſy as if they had no ſtonq, 
and at laſt died in an advanced age of 
other diſeaſes, which had not the leaſt 
connection with their former nephri- 
tic complaints. Thus, I think, the 
objection can have but little weight ; 
it being a maxim with regard to pain- 
ful diſeaſes that, if a perfect cure can 
not be obtained, we ſhould, at leaſt, 
endeavour to give caſe, and that palliat- 
ing medicines 'are better than none: 
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It is to be conſidered that ſuch large 8 
concretions, as are found in the blad- | 1 
der, owe their exiſtence to a very ſmall 
hard ſubſtance, com monly termed the 
nucleus, tranſmitted thither, for the 
moſt part, from the kidneys, and increaſe 
to ſuch a large ſize as they are often 
obſerved to attain, not all at once, but 

A ͤö; 


8 CET 8 


1 by his nucleus Wa circumveſted from 

time to tithe. with freſh ſupplies of cal- 

culous matter; ſo that thus a ſubſtance 

is formed conſiſting of ſeveral ſtrata or 
concentrical layers, ae like the 

| Coats of an onion, 


As theſe different layers, however, 
continue after their formation for a con- 
ſiderable time rough, this is the period 
in which the fits of the ſtone are moſt 
| Teverely felt, occaſioned by their rough 
ſurfaces, irritatingand lacerating the very 
ſenſible and tender internal coat. of the 
bladder ; but when once they are be- 
come ſmooth, either by the action of 
the bladder, or otherwiſe, this painful 
irritation ceaſes ; and while they thus 
continue, the ſenſation afterwards is 
only that of weight, nay, not always 
even that; for in the caſes above re- 
lated, thoſe * notwithſtanding that 
the 


F 103 935 "2 
the exiſtence of the ſtone was evident, 5 


aum 


And to MI" this Dr. Dx Hazy e * 
obſerves, that there are innumerable ex- 
amples, where by the affiſtance of pro- 
vident nature, without the intervention 


of art, and by operations unknown to 


us, ſuch a degree of eaſe has been ob- 


tained in calculous diſorders, that in 


che few following remarkable inſtances 


which he has ſelected and tranſcribed 


from other writers, not one of the per- 
ſons there mentioned, during their lives, 
were ever ſenſible of their Having had 


ſuch-Iike complaints. 


ih A man; during his life, except 


the two laſt days, continued abſo- 


“ lutely free from all nephritic com- 
" Econ, yet when diſſected, his left 


F4  * kidney 


+ Ratio Medendi, | p- 208, 209. 


* 
«XY 


t 
ih +» * kidney was found conſumed to 4 
. putrid ſanies, and his right ureter to- 

= tally obſtructed with a ſtone “. 


c 
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«© Two men never once com- 

e plained of any diſorder in their kid» 
e neys, yet after death, a very large 

<« ſtone was found in the Kam of 

« each of them +. 


„ HERMAN OSTERDYKE SCHAUHNT, 
“ (profeſſor of medicine at Leyden, co- 
« temporary and collegue with BoRR- 
© HAAVE) being an eye-witneſs, has 
« recorded, that a man had a ſtone 
e of four ounces weight in the ureter, 
ce and, beſides that, another of ſeven 
* ounces weight in the bladder, yet 
* from neither of which, while alive, 


had he the leaſt pain or trouble ||. 


« HeuR- 


* Holler. Cap. 8 in Scholio. 
I Bagliv. prax. Med. lib, i. cap. 9. 
' | Oratione Leydæ habita 8. Feb. 1735. 
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"Fu HeuRNIvus * by diſſection extract- 
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ed ſeventy from one, and eighty ſmall 


ſtones from the other kidney of a 


man who never had any nepheitio 
complaints, | 


« A nobleman without the leaſt in- 
dication, while alive, of its exiſtence, 
had a ſtone in the bladder, not only 
remarkable for its being extremely 
hard, and weighing fourteen ounces, 
but the more ſo, by being perforat- 
ed its whole length, ſo as to form 
as it were a canal, through which 
his urine flowed, without the leaſt im- 
pediment, or interruption +. 


An eye-witneſs relates, That two 
large ſtones, - weighing ſix ounces, 


were found in both kidneys of a 


8 nſellor of his Imperial Ma- 


F 8 « jeſty, 


* Edit. Leyd. op. Fernel, p. 2. lib. vi. 
+ Fredericus Lobus lib, iti. Obſ. no. 53. 
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. 1 * cation of any ſuch thing in what view 


1 — 155 « vel, had not the leaſt numbneſs in 
bis legs, nor pain in his loins; and, 


« thirſt became ſo intolerable that 
drink could alluage it *. b 


I therefore think, that the alter- 
nate acceſſion and remiſſion of pain in 


ſidered, without regard to other, too of- 
or roughneſs of thoſe calculous ſub- 


_ Hes contained in the bladder ; ; and 


* 8 de Pozzis apud Bonelum my 
Seh. tom. i. lib. iii. ſect. 25 cap. 6. 


N 0h, jefty,without the leaſt preceding indi- * 


< ſoever conſidered. He paſſed no gra- | 


35 e as to his urine, ſo far was it from N 
= < being in the leaſt obſtructed, that he 
5 e yoided it in too large quantities, but 
2 « quite limpid and pale, like common. 
* « water; from which circumſtance his 


—_ this dreadful diſtemper, abſtractedly con- 


deen concomitant, complaints, is only to 
be accounted for from the ſmoothneſs 
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hence appears the expediency of givs _ 


ing ſuch medicines as will prevent ann 


future accretions. From the pre» 
-ceding remarks, it is likewiſe apparent, 
that a ſolution of alkaline fixed ſalts 
and quick-lime combined (or ſoap-lye) 
is found, not only . moſt efficaciouſſy, 
but likewiſe more ſpeedily to anſwer 
this purpoſe, if conveyed in ſufficient 
quantities to the parts affected, and that 
it s {o conveyed repeated experiments. 
ſhewing, that the urine of thoſe, perſons 
who have taken large quantities of theſe 
' ſubſtances for a length of time, becomes 
a very powerful diſſolving menſtruum 
of calculous ſubſtances immerſed i in-it, 
have ſufficiently evinced. 


Upon the whole, 1 am firmly p per- 
ſuaded, that, if patients were provident 
enough to be attentive to the firſt ap- 
proaches of this cruel diſorder, and pur- 

ſue proper meaſures to prevent its in- 
[- 2543 6 creaſe, 


4 
creaſe, by. taking ſmall quantities of 


 lixivial falts and ſubſtances, of which 


I, at preſent, know none ſo good and 


effectual as ſoap-lye, in large quan- 


ties of ſoft emollient diluting” liquors, 


4 obſerving a proper regimen, and repeat- 


ing this courſe occaſionally as ſymp- 
toms indicate, the future exiſtence of 
ſuch large and hard concretions will be 


entirely prevented. 5 


„ 


And, indeed, of all the laſting diſ- 
orders which affect mankind, there, are 
none, in my opinion, to which the fol- 
lowing advice is more applicable than to 


cc Principiis obſta, ſero medicina paratur, 
„Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 

<« Sed propera; nec te venturas differ in W 
6 Qui non eſt hodie, cras minus aptus erit,” 


the Remed, Amor, ver. 91, &. 


s This 
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This advice, I preſume; will not 
be objected to by any, nor the * 
pediency denied of adminiſtering in 
time ſuch medicines as from experi- 
ence are found moſt ſerviceable to pre- 
vent the formation, or if already formed, 
to promote the ſolution of calculous 
concretions; or ſuch as give eaſe and 
prevent their increaſe, if by the neglect 
of attempting it ſooner, theſe ſubſtances 
are become ſo large and hard that this 
folution cannot be effected. 


And as I know none more effica- 
cious to all theſe purpoſes than ſoap- 
lye, I therefore recommend that ſpe- 
cies of it which is prepared with two 
third parts of a pure alkaline fixed falt, 
and one of well calcin d quick-lime dif- - 
ſolved in a ſufficient quantity of wa- 
ter; for by experiment 6th,- I found a 
tye with this proportion of theſe fub- 

8 ſtances, 


_- ( 10 9 0 N 
= ſtances, the moſt ſpeedy difolventof the 
fragment of a calculus immerſed in 
tit; and this is the exact proportion of 
F theſe ſubſtances in the ſoap-lye made 
uſe of with great ſucceſs for ſome years, 
by Dr. GusTHART, an eminent phy- 
1 ſician at Bath, in a preſcription com- 
1 municated to me by a friend of the 
dceccors, which is as follows: 
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Take eight ounces of pot-aſh and 


from the kiln, mix and put them 
into a glazed earthen veſſel, then 
pour upon them a quart of boiling 


fion remain twenty-four hours, 
ſtirring it now and then, and af- 
terwards filtrate it for . 


uſed likewiſe with ſucceſs, for ſome time 
paſt, as to the proportion of the ingre- 
. Gients 
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four ounces of quick-lime freſh. 


ſoft ſpring-water ; let the infu- | 
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The ſoap-lye that I have 945 and 


I po — 


BRILL: Hb 
- dients ind quantity of water, is 3 
the ſame with the above. But as BoRR- 
HAAVE has obſerved, that an alkaline 
fixed falt is from no ſubſtance whatever, 
| ſooner and better obtained than from 
the tartar of wine, and to this obſerva- 
tion has added that PARACELsus and 
HELMoNT have eſteemed a falt thus 
prepared, to be the prince of alkalies *; 
inſtead of pot-aſh, I have ſubſtituted 
ſalt of tartar, and if uſed immediate- 
ly after it is well calcined, the degree 
of alkaline acrimony or ſtrength of a 
lye prepared with it, will be very ex- 
actly aſcertained : whereas all the dif- 
ferent forts of pot-aſh are brought to 
us in large quantities, in cafks, from dif- 
ferent regions, ſo that by being long 
kept, and often expoſed to the air, as I 
before took notice, they will become 
weaker, and otherwiſe altered from what 


they 
**Elimenta Chem. tom. ii. p. 53 
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they were at firſt; on which account, 
the degree of ſtrength of a lye made 
with them, cannot be ſo eaſily de- 
termined, and conſequently its lithon- 
thriptic qualities not ſo much depend- 
ed on. 


As oyſter-ſhell quick- lime calcined 
till it is uniformly and thoroughly white, 
is by Dr. Way TT's experiments found 
to be a more efficacious diſſolvent, as a 
menſtruum, than the common quick- 
lime, I have therefore ſubſtituted the 


former in the lye that I have made, 
inſtead of the latter *. 1 
It 


* For want of conveniencies at home, this 
lye was faithfully prepared for me by Mr. WEL- 
 LiNGs, Druggiſt and Chemiſt in the Poultry, 
near Cheapſide. By whom thoſe, who: ei- 
ther want the like conveniencies, or de not 
chuſe to be at the trouble of preparing it them- 
ſelves, may be ſupplied with it at the eaſy ex- 
pence of one ſhilling and ſix-pence for a full 
half pint, in a bottle with a ground glaſs ſtop- 

per; and without the bottle, at one ſhilling the 

half pint. | 


m9) 


It is however objected to theſe me- 
dicines, that many times bad conſe- 
quences have been -obſerved to enſue 
from the long- continued uſe of them; to 
which I anſwer, that this can only hap- 
pen from their being prepoſterouſly ta- 

ken, either at improper times, or in too 
large quantities, which is often the 
caſe, as many people in the calamitous 

circumſtances, which ariſe from the ex- 
iſtence of a ſtone in the bladder, are 
in greater haſte to be well, than the 
nature of their diſorders will admit of, 
and the faults are imputed to the medi- 
cine;which are intirely owing to their 

"owMindiſcretion. If this medicine is 

prudently adminiſtered, I am convinced 
that no bad effect will follow. 

For the due ieee FOG 
fore, of ſuch ſubſtances, I ſhall ſub- 


Now, 225 enen remarks. 
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=) 1ſt, If che diſeaſe is recent, and hive 


is + nochigh but looſe gravel, or if its con- 
cretions are but ſmall, to combat with, 
ſmall quantities of theſe medicines, ſuch 


as 30 or 40 drops two or three times a 

5 day, in half a pint of weak veal- broth, 
1 or any other ſoft mucilaginous vehicle, 
q will be ſufficient to anſwer the pur- 
BL poſe of comminuting and expelling it. 


Hence concretions will be prevented. 
This courſe ought, however, to be per- 
fiſted in, not only till the patient is per- 
fectly eaſy, but likewiſe while there is 
the leaſt appearance of ſabulous matter 
ſubſiding in the urine, or even While 
it continues to fur the chamber pot. 
And as many people are naturally apt 
to breed gravel, this courſe ought to be 
renewed from time to time, as ſucceed- 
ing en of its exiſtence indicate. 


adly, If after a ſevere nephritic Gt 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect, that a ſmall 
calculus 
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calculus is tranſmitted from the kid- 

neys to the bladder, in order to pro- 
mote its ſolution and expulſion as 
cſoon as poſſible, a larger quantity 
may be given. A tea-ſpoonful, or 
even two, twice or thrice a day, can- 
not, I think, be too much; the doſe, 
however, as I before obſerved, ought 
to be regulated, and made either leſs or 
more according to its effects. 


By this prudent management, I know 
a perſon who by degrees was enabled 
to take an ounce of a very ſtrong ſoap- 
lye every day for a great length of time, 
with good effect as to the complaint for 
which he took it, and not the leaſt ill 
conſequence with regard to his health in 
other reſpects. 


3dly, If through negle&, as I ſaid 
before, or improper and ineffectual me- 
| dicines 
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dicines adminiſtered, calculous concre- 
tions are become + ſo large, compact, 
and hard, that a total ſolution of them 1 
cannot be effected, our buſineſs then { 

bk EY is to augment the doſe of theſe ſub- c 
Fr. , ftances by flow degrees, carefully at- Ml 
1 tending to the effects of each preceed- t 
ing quantity before we proceed to a \ 
In farther augmentation ; by which means { 
5 0 
| { 
f 

f 


I do not in the leaſt doubt, that not 
only new accretions, or layers, will be 
prevented, but likewiſe the rough ſur- 
faces of thoſe already formed, ſpeedi- 
ly rendered ſmooth ; hence, a perma- 
nency of eaſe will be obtained, which 
perſons in theſe circumſtances were be- 
fore unacquainted with. t 


4thly, In that ſtate of the diſeaſe 
where a ſtone in paſling trom the kid- 
neys, is impacted, and firmly adheres, 
in the narrow paſſages leading from 
thence to the bladder, occafioning ex- 
cruciating 


' 
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cruciating pains in the loins, and pains 
| in the lower belly like cholic pains, with 
bilious vomitings, obſtinate coſtivenels, 
ſtrangury, teneſmus, &c. alkaline ſalts, 
or any other irritating medicines, ought 
carefully to be avoided ; and lithon- 
thriptic ſubſtances in all the more ſe- 
yere fits of this diſtemper ſhould be 
forborn till they are abated, nay, 
even afterwards diſcontinued for ſome 
time, upon the recurring of very pain- 
ful paroxyſms; as by irritating too 
much at theſe particular times, pain- 
ful ſtrictures, ruptures of blood-veſlels, 
inflammations, &c. may be unneceſſa- 
rily cauſed, 


5thly, In adminiſtring theſe medi- 
cines, with reſpect to the quantity pro- 
per to be given, great regard ought to 
be had to the different conſtitutions of 
the patients. To lax habits, flat and 
phlegmatic, more; but if otherwiſe, 
leſs : 
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leſs: to thoſe in whoſe fluids pituitous | 
viſcid humours abound, more; but 


are not affected to a great degree wich 
_ painful irritation, muſt, in order to ob- 
tain the ends propoſed, take them in 


tions, ſhould take them in ſmall quan- 


as ſoap and lime-water, may be more 


TE IV) 


where bile is predominant, leſs. Like- } 
wiſe their different degrees of ſenſibility 

ought to be attended to; for thoſe! 
who upon taking ſuch-like ſubſtances 


larger quantities; whereas thoſe, to 
whom ſuch-like acrid ſubſtances are 
productive of extreme painful ſenſa- 


tities, and continue the uſe of them for | 


a great length of time; and therefore, 
the milder alkaline preparations, ſuch 


convenient. 


6thly, There are others, who, from 
an unaccountable antipathy in their 
natures to particular things, cannot bear 
even the ſmalleſt quantities of thoſe 
| alkaline 


alkaline acrid ene with chaſe, © 


therefore, other methods muſt be tried, : 
and fuch mcdicines given as have, from 


repeated experience, been found re- 
markably ſerviceable in ſuch-like com- 


plaints; for the choice of which I can 


only at preſent refer them to Pe 


writers. FJ} 


* EF 


I ſhould have now proceeded Fi 


communicate ſuch farther remarks re- 
lative to this ſubject as have occurred 
to me from my own obſervation, and 
the credible information of others; but 
as a very bad ſtate of health, and other 
neceſſary avocations, have prevented me 
from finiſhing even this ſmall. treatiſe 
in the time and manner I at firſt in- 
tended, and as I am greatly importun- 


ed not to with-hold any longer my 


remarks from the public, to which ſome 
are pleaſed to ſay my little treatiſe will 
be of great uſe, I have thought pro- 


( 1 20 Ah it | 
per to comply with that ramets =—_ 
promiſe, with all convenient ſpeed, to 
publiſh what farther I know, or what 
hall be communicated to me by others | 
n this ſubject. 


0 


The forond part will chiefly conſiſt 
of remarks on the nature and proper- 
ties of alkaline fixed falts and ſubſtances; 
on indications neceſſary to be attended 
to in the different periods of this diſ- 
eaſe; the various ſymptoms concomi- 
tant to each particular paroxyſm ; the 
WE. - management of patients according to 
T2 ttteir different ages, conſtitutions, pe- 
19 culiar habits and cuſtoms; and laſtly, 
2 the helps neceſſary to be made uſe of 
for the relief of the troubleſome, pain- 


f . ful and dangerous complaints of per- 
5 ſons who cannot take alkaline ſalts and 


* ſubſtances, and at thoſe times when 
a4 even other acrid and ſtrongly ſtimu- 
FF lating diuretic medicines are not only 
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improper, "but 2 OA atended with 1 
conſequences. | 
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; See, this I ſhall do with the more 


chearfulneſs, as I hope thereby to diſ- 


abuſe mankind, . and prevent perſons. 


from ſubmitting to the illiberal treat- 


ment they often meet with m re- 


tailers of ſecrets. 


HUS far I had proceeded by medi- 


cal conjecture and chymical inveſti- 


cation, when after the greateſt part of 
this treatiſe was printed, I had an op- 
portunity of making inquiry, and of 
aſcertaining by teſtimony what I had be- 
fore only advanced from probable deduc- 
tion. 


G This 


5 8 
* * 8 5 
* my 8 
* * ih i 
_ 724 : 


* * , * = — 
0 * Pl F* 
.” 4 0 * a 
1 . þ 
| o 1 | 4 o * NR 4 1. 
by Bl PE TY 
_ * \ : 3 
p = 8 a = 
2 = ? 4 4# 8 * 
* 4 
* 


F 1 
* 1 0 275 1 he medicine lich Dr. Curr TICK” 
" 5 e he does not deny that he in- 


dore him: to his brother it was given, 
=_— - according to an account ſent me from 
MiIireland, by General Dux BAR; I have re. 
_— ceived the genuine receipt in theſe worde: 


_ Take one tea-fpoonful of the fragt 
+: =_—_* « ſoap-lye, mixed in two table-ſpoonfuls 
_ << of ſweet milk, an hour before break- 


7 =”  * faſt, and at going to bed. Before you 


take the medicine, take a ſup of pure 
3 „milk, and immediately after you have 
* „ ſwallowed the medicine, take another. 

7 | 4 I you find this agrees with you for 
ij ® "— <«< two or three days, you may add half as 


—_ << en more to the doſe.” 


be”. * 46 This agrees eradlly with ſueh 1 
—_— - tion as had been given me befote, by an 


F other hand. | _ 
* | ; 

* — 89 * 
—_— Having 


WEE” herits from his brother, who uſed it be- 
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«iow now. en this ealuable 7, 4 bk. 
cret to light, and put into the hands. of- al 
the low as well as of the high that medi- 
eine which I believe to be of the greateſt” 
efficacy againſt the moſt painful of all 
diſeaſes, I fit down with the pleaſing re- 25 


flection, that 1 have contributed enn 
to human happineſs. 


n 5; | 
ERRATUM. 


Page 21. line 2. for quantity read quality, 
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